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The Editors Corner 


Hi Grrrl’s, 

Heeey, 
how’s it been 
going since we 
last talked to 
you? Lot’s of 
water under 
our bridge 
that’s for sure. 
Life in Alberta 
and Saskche- 
wan seems to 
be busy and 
distracting 
these days. 

To start, I - 
am saddened 
to announce 

‘ ae x4 4 the demise of 
Calgary’s “Serenity Girls” social group. I have been a sup- 
porter of this long standing group since my coming out at 
the old Dlusions Social Club. In those days, most of the 
Serenity group were also members of Illusions. In the very 
early days, Serenity was known as Phi Sigma, Tri - Ess. 
The first elected Empress of the Illusions Social Club was 
Stephanie Walker, who was also a very early member of 
Tri - Ess. By the way, Tri - Ess, stands for the expression 
of the two selves. Boy, Girl, and maybe something in be- 
tween. Victoria Prince founded Tri - Ess as an American 
organization based on Transgendered family values . Tri- 
Ess, preached the art of learning balance and separation. 
Balance, how to move easily from one expression to an- 
other without feeling guilt. Separation, how to live equita- 
bly with your spouse and family as a Transgendered per- 
son. They weren’t bad goals for a group to have or teach to 
new members fresh out of the closet. Tri-Ess was founded 
specifically to give support to married crossdressers. Un- 
der their constitution, transitioning transsexuals could also 
be members, but gays, and lesbians were barred from being 
members. Tri-Ess was not ridiculing the gay or lesbian 
emotion, but they felt that these groups already had ade- 
quate support infrastructure. Tri-Ess would focus on pro- 
viding support for crossdressers and focus solely on the 
issues that confronted their emotions. It was a policy easy 
to misunderstand, and it often was. In Canada, we have 
always been a people that don’t need or even spurn dogma 
to get where we are going to. So the Tri - Ess rules about, 
Gays, Lesbians, and Trans-sexuals seemed counter to our 
situation and experience in Calgary. No one that I know 
of, has ever explained this to our community in print. 

For years, the members of Tri - Ess were branded as anti 
community. Yet that was far from the truth. In reality, they 
were just trying to survive as TG individuals within their 
family situations. Yet the end has come and they are no 
longer a part of our scene. Well, at least not in an organ- 
ized way! I say it is too Bad! We have lost something. So 


without any cohesive input from them, as editor of this 
magazine, I have to drop their page! I am sorry! Good bye 
Serenity! Good bye! 

Some more bad news is the short lived life of Butterfly’s. 
Now that was an idea with great potential. For the short 
few months that it was open, we had a venue with an atmos- 
phere quite different from what we have been used to. Un- 
fortunately the Café owners lease was not renewed and that 
was the end of it. So, good bye Butterfly’s. 

Some more bad news. Due to a total lack of input, the 
Edmonton Illusions Social Club pages have been dropped 
from this issue. Yah cain’t print, what yah don’t got! I am 
disappointed, but their forum pages can be added back in at 
anytime. All we need is their input, and personally I would 
look forward to seeing that happen. 

I would like to say, that I didn’t start Crossroads because [ 
wanted to go into the magazine business. I started it be- 
cause I saw the need for all of us to be able to communicate 
and to tell and hear the news about each other. Further, to 
provide groups and individuals with a vehicle they could 
use to present new ideas and editorialize about issues that 
effect the transgendered community. To fill it out and keep 
it interesting, topical articles are also included. Crossroads 
is not a newsletter for a single group. You can bet that on 
the day that it appears to me that that is what it has become, 
then that is the day that I will announce the end of Cross- 
roads. Crossroads does not have any politics, it is here as 
service for everyone and all are equal within it’s pages. 
However, Crossroads does have a mission statement. The 
Crossroads mission statement is: To provide a forum where 
various the TG groups from Western Canada can illus- 
trate their activities and explain their issues. To provide a 
vehicle for individuals to describe their experiences to oth- 
ers or editorialize on issues that are of concern to us all, 
and to fill out the balance of the available pages with topi- 
cal information useful to everyone. So all I have said up 
above is, on the day I can no longer fulfill our mission state- 
ment, then that is the day it is over. The reason I have said 
this is, despite the fact that our pages are full, I can see the 
end coming. Remember I said, I am not interested running 
a magazine for the sake of running a magazine. Money 
won’t motivate me, subscriptions and news stand sales 
coming out of my ying yang won’t motivate me. Providing 
a service, with the inclusion of the entire community as an 
offering to everyone, will motivate me, So there you go. 

Now for some good news. The 10th Birthday Party of 
Illusion Calgary is coming up on the 10th of June and it 
looks like it will be the best one yet. I think you will be 
sorry if you miss this event. More good news. Illusions 
Saskatchewan is growing by leaps and bounds. Sister Bev- 
erly tells me they have jumped from seven to twenty mem- 
bers. I am so happy to see that happening. Go, Grrls go! 

I would like to welcome Bobbie Dare as a new wniter to 
the pages of crossroads. Read Lisa Frylunds articles on 
pages 5 and 12. They speak with aplomb to issues that con- 
cem all of us, Transgendered or not! And last but not least, 
this issue contains excerpts of the viperous mouthings of 
Dr. Laura Schlessinger. Whether you are Transgendered or 
not, her expression is on the outside edge of acceptable, re- 
sponsible human behavior. I urge you to read, and then re- 
spond. Best Wishes, Michelle 
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Readers Letters..- 


Hi Michelle, P 

Today's (Feb 22) Globe and Mail has a 
front page article about the TS in the Ca- 
nadian Armed Forces. ("Sex-change soldier 
hails Canada's liberal attitude", continued 
on page A8). It reports, inter alia, that 
tonight on CBC's Magazine at 10:25 they 
will have a report on her (also on Radio- 
Canada's Enjeux). She seems to have cooper- 
ated with this media attention, and that 
article is not *that* bad. Then you can 
turn to page Al7 and read Margaret Wente's 
column "Cutting it off is mutilation, not 
therapy". She decries the "fact" that 
trans-sexuals are "popping up all over" and 
claims gender reassignment surgery is 
"genital mutilation” similar to female cir- 
cumcision and "surgical mutilation in the 
name of therapy”. She decried a conspiracy 
of silence which has meant that "we never 
hear someone say it amounts to nothing more 
than crude genital mutilation, performed on 
people with problems that probably won't be 
fixed by it. We don't learn that some of 
the world's leading psychiatrists now re- 
gard gender reassignment surgery as the 
cruelest medico-psychological experiment 
since the frontal lobotomy. We don't learn 
that the doctors at John Hopkins, one of 
the most progressive medical institutions 
in the world, stopped doing sex-change sur- 
gery 25 years ago because they decided it 
was unethical. Nothing has happened since 
to change their minds". She concludes that 
it is "malpractice, pure and simple”. 

I am going to take a few hours to calm 
down before I send in my letter, but I 
really think this is by far the worst arti- 
cle I have ever seen on this topic, and is 
comparable to Holocaust denial in its moral 
bankruptcy. Please, please write a letter 
too. The Globe and she in particular needs 
to hear howls of outrage over this one. 

Thanks, Teri 
Hi Teri, 

If you think Margaret Wente is out to 
lunch on this topic you should hear one of 
Doctor Laura’s misinformed rants on this 
subject. 

By the way, just so you all know out 
there, Doctor Laura, is not a real Doctor 
at all. According to the CBC, she has no 
accreditation to support the use of the ti- 
tle and few people know this. What ac- 
creditation she does have can be compared 
to that of a mail order Reverend. 

’ Doctor Laura’s rants would be laughable 
if the advice she gives wasn’t so poteni- 
ally damaging to all concerned. She actu- 
ally promotes continued ignorance in my 
view, and should not have the forum that 
she does. But that’s life in America, and 
radio waves are only effected by distance 
and not by borders. 


Michelle 
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ee eee, 


i Michelle 
a Well I just thought I would send a 


quick note to say hi. It sure has been a 
long time since we talked. I have not been 
very healthy so that is part of the reason. 
I have been hiding. Hope you and Brenda are 
well. Knowing you folks probably been busy 
and having fun. I am 29 days away from fly- 
ing to Montreal and 36 days (June 27th) 
from surgery, finally. It is great. I ama 
bit concerned that my health will compro- 
mise the surgery but I keep trying to get 
better but just when I think I am over what 
ever it is, I wake up to find that a 
freight train has run me over. Not a nice 
thing. It is going to take an army to pre- 
vent me from going and having the surgery. 
Oh almost forgot you can remove the ads on 
my wigs, they are gone. Thanks. I did get 
one inquiry and subsequent sale of one from 
the listing in the Crossroads. 

The magazine/newsletter is really doing 
well. You must be very proud. So I better 
get back to work, the day is not over yet. 
Take Care Be good to yourself and say hi to 
Sonya when you see her. 

Beverly Taylor 


Hi Michelle & Brenda, 

Nice to hear from you, and to receive 
another fascinating issue of the magazine. 
The fire-eating photos are sensational - 
what a hobby! It was also interesting to 
hear about your agricultural exploits. I 
don't think I was aware of how involved you 
are in farming, aside from everything else! 

You asked for suggestions re outlets 
for Crossroads. In Toronto I'd suggest you 
try Glad Day Books, 598A Yonge Street, 416- 
961-4161. Also possible: This Ain't the 
Rosedale Library, 483 Church Street, 
416-929-9912. In Ottawa, try After Stone- 
wall (owned and managed by David Rimmer), 
370 Bank Street, Ottawa ON K2P 1Y¥4, 1-888- 
READGAY or 613-567-2221. 


Good luck. The magazine deserves to be 
seen. 


a Warm regards, Michael. 
Hi Michael, 


Thanks for the information, I will be 
following up on it as soon as possible. 
Best Regards, Michelle 


Hi Michelle 


__ I met with Darrin Hagan today and made 
him aWare of Crossroads as a resource 
guide. He is on national TV and with the 
Access network. As a sequel to Winterfest 
you might like to interview him for the 
Mag- azine with regards to transgendered 
+ssues. He has definite contemporary phi- 
lospohies on this topic. I would think an 
interview with him would fit good in the 
mag. Also he would probably help expand 
serene Ss: Voila: my suggestion of the new 

um. Regards’ Dixie 


And Furthermore By Lisa 
Fryklund 


Last fall I read a small article in the Calgary Herald that 
caused me a little concern, and I thought why not complain. The 
story was that a transsexual in Winnipeg was being refused to 
donate blood due to her gender transition. The letter I sent was in 
the form of E-mail and I sent it to Canadian Blood Services. They 
have been thorough with their screening procedures for blood 
donation, in light of the problems that were caused when the Red 
Cross handled the process. I did wonder why transsexuals were 
being put on the bad candidate list and here is what I wrote. 


To: Feedback/HO/CBS 
Subject: Feedback and information 


Today I read the article about Canadian Blood Services adding 
transsexuals to its list of people who can't donate blood. 


It disturbs me that transsexuals are discriminated on a basis that 
they have a past gender. Why is gender a basis for blood donor 
screening? Or is the concern that transsexuals have unsafe sex or 
are drug users? 


Perhaps I'm offon what the real concern is but I couldn't find any 
supporting articles on your site and your article on who can give 
blood does not back up the action to disallow transsexuals. 


Ifyour can let me know, I'd appreciate it. 
The Response by CBC came back as follows: 


Thank you for your email. I would like to further explain the Ca- 
nadian Blood Services interim policy on temporary deferral of 
transsexual blood donors. 


Canadian Blood Services has not adopted a formal policy to defer 
transsexual blood donors. This is just a temporary measure until 
our Donor Selection Criteria Working Group can meet, discuss 
the issue and decide on a recommendation to put forward to the 
Bureau of Biologics and Radiopharmaceuticals, a branch of 
Health Canada. It is only our regulator, Health Canada, who can 
make such policies. 


As it is written now, the questionnaire for blood donors is very 
gender specific and discusses sexual practise and therefore, can- 
not be properly answered in this situation. 


All of these issues will be examined and a decision will be 
reached. Thank you for taking the time to write to us. 
Sincerely, Virginia Gaffney, Communications 


A few weeks later, I got a second E-mail from CBC. 

Further to your previous email, Iam following up on the issue 
around acceptance or deferral as blood donors, individuals who 
have undergone gender reassignment surgery. As Dr. Graham 
Sher indicated in his numerous contacts with the media, Cana- 
dian Blood Services did not have a formal policy regarding trans- 
sexual blood donors. However, once the issue was brought to our 
attention through a donor at the Winnipeg Blood Center, Dr. Sher 
did commit to take the issue to the formal group within Canadian 
Blood Services, the Donor Selection Criteria Working Group, that 
addresses all issues related to donor deferral and selection. 

... Continued on page 23 


HOW TRANSGENDERED 
ARE YOU? 


Author unknown - Submitted By: Jodee 


There is an unfortunate tendency in this community to deni- 
grate crossdressers as somehow the least of transgendered peo- 
ple. You hear people talk about "progressing along the gender 
continuum," or "discovering I am more than just a crossdresser." 
Even within the set of crossdressers, there is a sense of hierarchy. 
The crossdresser who "lives full time" is somehow "more com- 
plete" than one who dresses only on occasion. This disparage- 
ment exacts a terrible toll in lost self-esteem. Subjected to such 
negativity, many crossdressers are very susceptible to peer pres- 
sure to make "progress." The results can be disastrous, and many 
innocent people suffer. 

Part of the problem is a semantic one. Virginia Prince invented 
the term "transgenderist" to refer to people like her who live full 
time in the opposite gender. The community, however, has ap- 
propriated the term, so that now a "transgender" can be anything 
from a crossdresser to a drag queen to a transsexual to an inter- 
sexed person. In addition, there are some who defy categoriza- 
tion and who call themselves "T-people." No wonder 
there’s confusion! 

To my way of thinking, the degree of transgenderism has little 
to do with the superficial — how well a person fools the public, 
how much time he or she spends in the opposite gender, or the 
extent to which he or she has undergone body modification. I 
have known MTF transsexuals who are still dominated by the 
male ego, however lacy their clothes or curvaceous their bodies. 
To me, the sister with the gentle spirit, who values teamwork 
over hierarchy, and who has achieved balance and integration, is 
more completely transgendered than the post-op transsexual who 
has never developed feminine qualities. 

Transgenderism is something that diffuses through the heart 
and soul, blending in and making one a better, kinder, more nur- 
turing person, To be transgendered is to be womanly, and the 
exact opposite applies to female-to-male crossdressers. No higher 
compliment that can be paid to a transgendered person. 

A football player wants to get his body into its best possible 
shape for competition. He does not develop the muscles only one 
side of his body. Doing so would not only give him a bizarre 
appearance, but would make him ineffective on the playing field. 
Similarly, the complete transgendered person develops all the 
positive aspects of both masculinity and femininity. When all the 
best has been fully integrated and is ready to apply to life, then 
that person can truly be said to be complete. 


pflag 


A peer support group for Parents, Friends and 


Families of Lesbians and Gays. Meets the 4th 
Tues. of each month at 7:00 P.M. for business, 7:30 
P.M. for support. If you want to talk to someone 
with confidentiality or need information, call Deb at 
286-4094 
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e 
LLC “THE TRANSGENDERED CLUB OF CALGarRy” 


“Nlusion” Web Site Address: 
http://www.geocities.com/W estHollywood/V: illage/5276/ 
B & B Leatherworks Web Site Address: 
http://www.cadvision.com/bnbleatherworks/ 
Empress VII, Jodee’s Email Address: 

jodeee@home.com 
Jodee says, contact me if you just want to chat... have ideas 
for the club... stories for these pages. Items for “Trans- 
mission,” are to be emailed to: lisaishere@tgforum.com 


“ILLUSION” 


ILLUSION 
SOCIAL EVENTS!! 


Saturday, June 10 
“Tlusion” 10" Birth- 


day Party 


Friday, June 30 


IS A CLUB FOR THE TV/TS LIFESTYLE 


PROVIDING A SAFE, DISCREET AND WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE FOR 
TRANSVESTITES, TRANSSEXUALS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS. WE PRO- 
VIDE GET-TOGETHERS WITH LIKE MINDED PEOPLE. 


WE MAINTAIN A CODE OF CLUB DISCRETION, CONFIDENTIALITY AND 
CLEANLINESS. SPONSORED GUESTS ARE WELCOME. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR EXCITING SOCIAL CLUB, 


PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE! 


Regular Social 


Saturday, July 8 
Stampede BBQ 


Girls of Summer! 


Usually In August, Look for it in the 
next Issue of Crossroads 


_Royal Rambling 3 Ss Final Words from Empress IX of Illusion Diane 


Hi from Di, 

It’s been a truly wonderful year filled with as much fun and fantasy as a girl could possibly wish for. I 
know that the club is going through some trying times but the people who have chosen to stick with the club 
truly reflect the spirit and the friendship that bonds us together in our common quest to express our tran- 
Cartas identities and aspirations within society at large. 

s year I’ve done so many things and participated in so man' 
his j n y more events than I ever have before and I 
can t think of anything that I’ve done this year that I really didn’t find thoroughly enjoyable. I’ve been 
thrust in the spotlight, front and center and I’ve been treated “royally” all year long and I’ve loved every 
minute of f tee are many people who Ihave to thank for making this the dream year that it was. 

ee aes e entire club membership, I would like to thank all of you for electing me and for placing 
us poe nae ae. per Joe 9 ims, Empress, Hopefully there are not too many members 

e€ executed my dutie igati i ‘ 2 
See representing ake ee s and obligations or in the way I’ve conducted my: 
-To 1" Princess Joanne. This year would not have been as enjoyable as it was if it had not been 


for the dedication, spirit and i B ae f Wales 
iesitation|that'you Lobe feapara that you’ve exhibited throughout the entire year. I say this without 


g force which kindles the spirit of th 
: fortunate or honored to have shared th i yaa reat seve Good luck 
in your quest tobe the 1* female Empress of Illusion; nobody could be mine dee Geoeea eee Tee = 
-To 2™ Princess Elaine. You declined to run as Empress beca' Neate 


ed upon and you put in as much effort in stag- 
mien ; princess ever elected at Illusions and some- 
To ; our o i 

press 4 Lisa and Empress 6 Michelle. You will always be held in the highest a ieee eae youn, 
fthe club whichistruly  ...continued on page 25 
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Musion 


Celebration 
10" Birthday 


Please join us for the party of 
the year! 


We will be electing our 10% Illusion Empress 
and her two Princesses 


We will have entertainment from our departing 
Empress [X Diane, the new ISCCA court, 
some surprise guests and of course our candi- 
dates for Empress. 


Our prize give-aways will be the grandest ever. 
All night long you will be eligible for gifts of 
cosmetics, clothes, jewellery, coupons to res- 
taurants, bars and aestheticians. Plus we will be 
holding raffles with the hi-lighting 2 specially 
decorated Illusion 10% Anniversary Barbie 
dolls designed by Barbie of B&B Emporium 


All Illusion members will be presented with a 
special 10% anniversary gift. 


Tickets are available at all 
Illusion meetings and at 
B&B Emporium 
Buy now and get in for the early 
bird draw 


Prices are $15 per person , 
$20 at the door 


Don't miss this 
special evening! 


Piercing: The Times 
Maybe Right 


By Coreen Clark 


This very thorough article is continued from pages 7 and 25, of 
Crossroads, Issue 2, Volume 2, “Winter” 


Thus, 10K is 41.67%, 14K is 58.33%, and 24K is 100% pure gold. 
24K gold is also much too weak to make posts, so you will always find 
gold alloy is used. The rest of the earring can be up to 24K if desired, 
but be prepared to pay a lot, even close to $100 for a very small pair! 

A nice alternative to pure gold is a line made by Monet, and found in a 
lot of larger department stores and jewellers shops. They are far less 
expensive than solid gold, but still not "cheap". I bought three pair and 
paid between $30 and $40 each. One set had 14K gold posts, the other 
two, surgical steel. To make the other parts of the earring (or necklace, 
“etc.), they use 22K gold in a triple electroplating process; 1) Gold 
Strike: a thin gold layer with excellent adhesion properties which is the 
"base" for more gold plating to follow . 2) Gold Buildup: a layer of 
thicker gold. 3) Color Fresh: a final layer that is carefully controlled to 
assure each piece matches the color of 14K gold. 

Considered top of the line for posts are titanium and surgical 
(stainless) steel. Because they are used in parts to be implanted in the 
human body, the chance of having a reaction to them is almost none. As 
usual, there are varying degrees of quality. Monet does offer surgical 
Steel posts and they have worked just fine with me. So, how do you 
know what the posts are made of? Good question! It's safe to say that if 
a manufacturer has gone to the trouble of using good quality posts, they 
will say so on the package! If it doesn't say, chances are they are the 
cheap base metal kind. Even with those, you should look to see that 
they say "nickel free". Nickel is a big culprit in ...continued on page 25 


CROSSLAND SILOS 


DISTRIBUTORS OF HIGH-HEELED SHOES 
Specializing In Large Sizes from Classic 
to Exotic 


SHOES BOOTS SANDALS 


Custom and Special Orders Avaliable from a New 
Color Catalogue 

Send $15.00 money order for information package 

(Credited to first purchase) 


Crossland Shoes E-mall dixdand@datanet.ab.ca 
Box 68147 Fax (780) - 464 - 0234 

162 Bonnie Doon Mall Voice (780) - 448 - 0173 vb 5665 
Edmonton Alberta 

T6C-4n6 


Large Sizes are our Specialty 


CROSSLAND STLOES 
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—_ 
a g Dare te 
oo: S be Dif- 
Wy os 
% ; By: Bobbi Dare 


I've only been a mem- 
ber of Dlusion for about a 


___in fact my membership was up for renewal this past 

eas a came nto the fold I was witness to its slow demise. 

ae there was a full house...standing 
At the birthday party last year : 
room only in that little back room of the B & B Emporium where 
we all meet twice a month...but yet at the Christmas party this . 
year I counted less than 20. Needless to say there was plenty 0 
leftovers to take to the food bank, which was organized by my 
lovely wife...thanks hon! *smooch* : 

It makes me sad to watch the decline of something that so 
many of us have put our time and effort into building. Some now 
former Illusion members have accused the owners of the B&B 
(Christine and Barbie) of pocketing money that rightly belongs to 
the club and of have far too much control over the club in general. 
This is a load of crap! Any control they exert over the club totally 
has to do with the use of their back room, because folks...it's their 
back room. 

As for what we the club members get from our $25 per year 
(plus a $6 door charge) I think is worth it. For example, if you 
were to rent a conference room for an evening at a downtown 
hotel expect to pay about $150...and that's for a small room seat- 

ing about 35 people. And if you want to stay past 10 PM that's 
extra, about $25 extra...now add taxes. That's a grand total of 
$192.50! Ok, now we meet about 22 times per year, so if you do 
the math that works out to be $4235 in total for the year. | happen 
to know that the money collected by B&B is only a bare fraction 
of this. Keep in mind that we'd have to take our pictures, our 
books, and everything with us after each meeting...and don't even 
think about bringing in your own alcohol. I would also point out 
that Barbie and Christine have donated quite a few prizes in the 
past, such as the door prizes for the Birthday Party and donations 
to the Wig Lottery. 

I'm sorry to have to bring up the dirty subject of money in this 
article, but I think the point has to be made, our little club sur- 
vives on charity. Sure Barb and Christine receive some money 
every year from Illusion members, but let's be fair here...what is it 
worth to you to have a clean, safe place to change clothes, put on 
your make up and sit around and chat for 2 or 3 hours. They have 
Tent to pay, utilities, cleaning and maintenance costs. I think this 
is worth much more to me than a mere $25 per year. By stating 
this I hope to repair some of the misunderstandings that have de- 
veloped between the Ilusion membership and the owners of 
B&B. I sincerely hope that when people realize this, then they 
might be inclined not to judge them too harshly in the future. 

I also plan to work toward Tepairing the rifts that have devel- 
oped in the club and I would invite old members to come to the 
Next meeting, have a drink and share a joke or story with the 
group, because if things continue down this same path I can see 
the next Birthday Party being just a half dozen or so of us sitting 
Ses = otherwise empty room trading ‘Do you remember 
pst — It makes me sad to think about it, butit is a real 

it saddens me the most is thinking al 7 
future Hlusions members who are still in a See 
show their true selves to a cruel and unforgiving world. The Ih 
sions club simply will not be there as the refuge, and support Sea 
tre that it has been and can still be, as... continued on page 11 
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Illusion 


News —briefs 


Changes have been made recently 
in how Illusion will run itself, 


Lisa Fryklund is now group Secretary and she will be han- 
dling the administration of the membership list with renewals 
and new member additions. Lisa will also be printing the 
Trans-Mission pamphlet and have it available for mailing or 
pick-up at Illusion. 


Michelle Hart remains the group Treasurer and both she and 
Lisa Fryklund will be creating a club bank account and co- 
signing all cheques. All funds raised at Illusion will be ac- 
countable through sign-off sheets and in regular account re- 
ports. 


Michelle has also asked to be the New Member Outreach 
representative. 


Jodee has asked to run the Social Committee after Empress 
IX Diane has stepped down from her duties. Jodee will be in 
charge of this years’ birthday party celebration. 


Bobbi who is quite adept with computers will be in charge of 
web-site development. Our site will soon have an improved 
address, look and more links to other sites. 


An information pamphlet has been published and will be 
available in various locations. Prospective Ilusion members 
will learn about us and be able to fill out the attached mem- 
bership form. 


More ideas are to come but they 


require your help and Illusion 
needs your help. Join us if you can! 


Subscribe to 


Crossroads Magazine 


Westem Canada’s Magazine for Trans-gendered 
People and Their Friends 


Crossroads is printed quarterly and 
costs $25.00/year including postage & GST 
Send a Cheque or Money order payable to: 

386292 Alberta Ltd. c/o 


: Michelle Hart 
Site 9, Box 17, RR #1, Okotoks, Ab. TOL-1T0 


"Real World?" 


By: Nikki Pryce 


Hi girls. Welcome to 
another issue of 
Crossroads. The TG 
Magazine that just 
keeps getting better. 
I’m Nikki Pryce. Ilu- 
sions Regina contact 
and TS cutie. Look at 
the picture. That 
would never lie, 

If you don’t have the 
last issue, then shame 
on you. My aim is to 
reach into the lives of 
some of you special 
ladies with some point 
of relevance, by shar- 
ing some personal 
thoughts. Because I 
can’t be the only one 

who feels the way I do about certain issues. If I help even one 

person then it’s all worth it. I can only be real if I share what 
is real. My telling about what I feel doesn’t make it real. Just 
personal. Got it? Good. 

Firstly, several things in the last editorial touched off some 
sparks in me. In that dissatisfaction, and the desire to be some 
place, any place else. Can cause yearnings ina girl. Fora 
place that may not even exist. I'll tell you something about 
your editor. I consider Michelle Hart to be a true friend and I 
tespect the things she says, and usually she’s right. She has 
grace, and for lack of a better term, what I would call “The 
Wisdom of Years”, and at such a young age! Someone with 
the knowledge and experience to give a nudge in the right di- 
rection. So, I’ve buttered up the editor to say this. If she says 
trangender nirvana doesn’t exist. Take her word for it. Take 
my two cents too. 

Dissatisfaction can seduce you into avoiding and evading 
problems. Rather than facing them in your own back yard. 
Where do you live. Oddly until we do just that, we will never 
be mature enough to move onto the next level. How many 
trangender people do you know that are really, really messed 
up? Some that have already had surgery perhaps and still their 
nightmare of unhappiness continues. Because they have never 
been released from their past habits and patterns. Sad but 
true. What you don’t deal with will follow you from one 
place to another. The same situations that caused your unhap- 
piness will crop up again. The names and places will change, 
but the troubles will reoccur. Where ever you go, you will 
still be there. 

I didn’t say you were the problem, or mention your name... 
but you are (insert your name here). When we don’t get what 
we think we need, are we frustrated to the point of obscurity? 
The natural thing is to want to run, walk or crawl away on 

' your hands and knees. Any thing that puts space between you 
and unresolved conflict is running away. While that is true 
that there, is a time to change, move on, or start over in a new 
tole. You will never do it with any peace until you face your 


demons! Real or imagined. 

I know something about demons. I have faced some of 
mine, for all the good that can be said about Saskatchewan 
as a place to live. It is still an absolutely brutal place to be a 
transsexual. Especially in those first very awkward months 
of change. If there is lots of trangendered energy here, it’s 
because we need it for speedy getaways. 

So often we wind up feeling some how inferior to more 
advantaged girls in more “with it” cities. Where acceptance 
seems more generously offered and access to clubs and ser- 
vices more varied. Then there is the lure of sweet anonym- 
ity. Which is another two headed sword. I have talked with 
girls from Toronto and area. A Mecca for transsexuals and 
the same anonymity that helps you become less noticeable 
also make you invisible to other of your kind. Because aver- 
age transsexuals do not live in the clubs! And deep down, 
girls want and need to be known by one another. They may 
have clubs, Doctors, and everything 
else right on hand, but we have some- 
thing they don’t. We have each other 


“Tf I can exist 
here, than I 


and you should hear the envy in their gan do well 
voices, when they hear about what we 2 h 
have out here. CENA ATORSS 


No place will 
be off limits 
to me!” 


For the longest time my attitude 
about transitioning in Regina, was like 
being invited to an evening of fine din- 
ing, then finding out it was being served 
in an outhouse. I felt sorry for myself 
and sometimes still do. I have dealt with stares, narrow 
minds, smart ass remarks, discrimination, and the rare threat. 


* [have wanted to leave here and if my destiny leans that way 


I will. But at the right time and for the right reason. Every- 
thing I have accomplished as a transsexual woman, I have 
done here. I have bitched and whined, but I have taken the 
lumps any way. I am proud of who and what I have be- 
come, If [can exist here, then I can do well any where. No 
place will be off limits to me! 

When I talk about these things with my Toronto friends, 
they tun green, gasp and wonder about our lives in this 
place that so many of us want to leave! They are amazed at 
the superior quality product that this area trains and pro- 
duces. People who are not afraid to go where they want to 
and having faced their demons and refuse to let fear blind 
them. They admire our courage and what we can accom- 
plish. 

So, the next time you are yearning for transgender nir- 
vana. Why not step outside your door, walk down to the 
comer and take a look around, you may already be there. 
Now if we could just get over the knee boots accepted as 
every day wear around here. Then I would know I was 
home. 


Live it like you mean it. _.....Best Wishes, Nikki Pryce 


Submission deadline, “Summer” issue of Crossroads 
is: 


July 1st, 2000 
Issue 4, Volume 2, “Summer” 
NOTICE: The current subscription year ends with Issue 4 
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Hil We are the members of Illusions Sas- 
katchewan, a collection of club members 
from various communities within the prov- 
ince. So far we have met girls from several 
locations, ranging from larger urban cen- 
ters, to midsize and smaller towns. 

We are always looking to meet new 
people, and although our group is small, 
we feel that it presently represents a 
broad spectrum of the TG community. We 
meet (and of course party) fairly regu- 
larly at a safe location, and when possible, 
try to attend Trans-related functions to- 
gether. We have friends and ties within the 
gay community here, and have found them 
to be very accepting and friendly towards 
us, which has led us to participate in some 
of their social events as well. 

Our meetings are informal, as are 
our parties (social outings that is), and we 
would like to welcome everyone from nov- 
ice to the most seasoned of the gender 
community. Our main goal is to provide 
help to one another wherever we can, be it 
clothes, hair, makeup, advice, or just gen- 
eral support. 


If you would like to get in touch with us 
you can reach us by calling: 
1-306-761-0414 ....and ask for Shirley 
Or via email : 

Bevspace@sk.sympatico.ca 

and leave a note for Bev 

or: 

cory.palmer@sk.sympatico.ca 

and leave a note for Britany 
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COMINGS AND GOINGS - THE REGINA GIRLS 
By: Shirley Armitage 


Well, spring has really sprung around here. February and 
March were more like a typical April, and April has had us all scram- 
bling for summer togs! 

Our little group in Regina is little no more! We now have 
fifteen girls in the city and when the out-of-towers come to visit our 
members swell to twenty! WOW - ain't we got fun!! 

To pick up from our last report, we’ ve had a great venue for 
our last few get-togethers. Cheri has given up her house and moved 
into an apartment, but what an apartment! It’s on two floors, and has 
over twice the square footage of her house. “So there’s twenty com- 
ing? - No Problem!!”. Our first do in this place was February 20%, 
Annette, Bev, Britany, Chantal, Cher, Nikki, and Shirley from the 
‘old-timers’ were in attendance and we welcomed two new Regina 
girls - Carol and Rachel. Grace came down from Saskatoon and 
brought along Darla and Julie. Between getting-to-know-you chats 
and tours of the new digs, the evening went by in a flash. We were 
also honored with the attendance of two spouses. 

On March 17°, Rachel ( who has wasted no time getting 
into the scene) traveled to Saskatoon and, with Grace and Cheryl to 
show her around, attended a retro dance party and drag show at the 
Basement, a local jazz club. From all accounts the evening was a lot 
of fun and well worth the trip. 

On March 25", the gang again assembled at “Chez Cheri”, 
for an evening of chat and good cheer. Bev, Britany, Chantal, Cheri, 
Nikki, Rachel, and Shirley were there from Regina, and Grace and 
Darla from Saskatoon joined us. Several of the girls took part of the 
evening to head for the “Outside” club and work on their dance steps. 

April 7" seemed like a good night for a party so Cheri enter- 
tained Annette, Bev, Britany, Carol Chantal, Karen, Nikki, Rachel, 
and Shirley. We were joined by our two newest members - Brenda 
and Suzanne. A great time was had by all. 

Welcome, welcome, welcome, to Brenda, Carol, Darla, 

On April 15", a group hit for Saskatoon to attend a get- 
together arranged by the Saskatoon girls. Bev, Britany, and Rachel 
spent an evening with Grace, Darla, and Julie. They were joined by 
the ever-elusive Ursula and a new comer, Bobbi, as well as two of 
our always welcome spouses. The do was at the Park Town Inn, and 
by all accounts was a roaring success. Thanks for the hospitality girls. 

On a bit of a downer, our sister Alice, has been seriously 
under the weather of late, Here’s a group hug for you sweetie. Get 
well quick so you can come back and practice your swan-dive (inside 
Joke - Regina girls only). 

Our directory project has tumed into a total bummer. Since 
We went into business we have had a grand total of five sign-ups: For 
those who did- thank you, We will be returning your material to you 
4S Soon as possible. Moral: us snail mail types are out of date. If you 
want to make acquaintances - get on the net ladies! 

Well, that’s all for now from Regina. Break out the razors, 
girls. Short skirt season is upon us. 
- Shirley Armitage 


Dare to be Different, continued from page 8 ....long as we do 
not let it die. 

There are those of us who put ourselves out to the community 
to welcome new members to the club, or to just meet and discuss 
things with a kindred spirit over a cup of coffee. These are things 
Tenjoy doing, and there is nothing more satisfying than extending 
a hand of friendship to someone who feels alone and afraid, Some 
of you enjoyed reading my little story where I described my first 
night at the club...it was all true, I made up nothing. The under- 
standing and friendship that I was shown that night touch me very 
deeply and I want that to always be there for the next person who 
needs it. 

Some people have complained that Barbie and Christine don't 
hang around a chat with the members during club socials, and 
because of that they don't really care about the club. Please. The 
B&B is their place of business, by the time members start arriving 
at about 7 pm or so they have been there almost 12 hours. How 
good would your mood be if you had to meet and greet people in 
your office (or other place of business) after a long day at work? 
If we expect too much from people, and they fail to live up to 
those expectations then who is to blame? 

Mostly, I think the issue comes down to personalities. One 
person takes a personal dislike to someone else and noses get put ~ 
out of joint. Hummm...that's a tough one. I mean this is a social 
club after all, and the idea is to socialize with people when you 
come to the meetings. So what do you do if you don't like some- 
one, or they take a disliking to you. You could chat with other 
people...hey attendance might be down a little from previous 
years, but even now there's lots of people to talk to at the semi- 
monthly meetings. Another way to handle it is to just swallow 
your pride and talk to the person who dislikes you...if you get to 
know them better you may find out that...hey, she's not so bad 
after all! I make it a point to try my best to get along with every- 
one, and many of you who know me also know that I speak my 
mind. But I also try to keep an open mind. When someone says 
something that I don't agree with I'll usually say to them, "...and 
why do you think that?" And they'll usually tell me. They might 
have a good reason, or they might not...but at least they are talk- 
ing to you. And isn't that better than sitting home alone on a Fri- 
day/Saturday night? 

My biggest point to make about wanting the Ilusion club to 
continue is for the benefit of those who are still shivering in the 
closet, trying on the wife's panties and hose with shaky hands, 
wondering, "...am I sick? ...am I alone?" [ was there...[ know how 
it feels...that's why I'd like to see Illusion continue. And I think 
(hope) that most of you do as well. 


Update: It seems that not a lot has been happening at the club in 
the last year, well don't despair dearies things are looking up. A 
new social committee has convened and started to take on some 
of the responsibilities of running the club and organizing events. 
I won't say too much more about it since there will be general 
announcements at future social club meetings that will inform the 
membership of what is happening. In the past we sort of relied 
far too much on one person...the Empress...to organize and carry 
out events, fund raisers, etc...well that is going to change, so look 
for some really positive changes at Ilusion in the coming 
months...and lets see more people out to the socials. :0) 


Hugs, Bobbi Dare 


Contact Information: 

Email: bobbi_dare@ehmail.com 

Web: http://www. geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
Chelsea/9145/index.html 


The definition of Transgendered? 


“Transgender, a person, male or female, with a 
deep seated emotional and physical need to be- 
come a member of the sex opposite to the one 
they were bom as.” 

Stephanie E. 


“Transgender, doesn’t mean anything in par- 
ticular. It could mean a person who wants to dis- 
play themselves in clothing of the alternate sex. 
However, it could also mean a person that has the 
inclination to change all or a portion of their sex- 
ual appearance.” 

Audrey S. 


Web Sites of Interest 


North Beach Leather...USA 
http://www. northbeachleather.com/spring2. html 
Adult Fetish 
http://www.adultcheck.com/gen_links/fetish.html 
Breast Enlarging 
http://www.newwomyn.com/ 
Girls Around The World 
http://www. geocities.com/~umotalone/around.htm 
Walk On The Wildside 
http://www. wildside.org/ 
Georgette 
G_nickel@cybernet-ag.de 
Crossroads Magazine (under construction) 
http://www.darkmall.com/crossroads 

hosted by: www.darkmall.com 
ISCCA & SA 
http:www. fortunecity.com/village/ 
rockhudson/584/index. html 
North Bound Leather...CDN 
www.northbound.com 
Demask Bizarre Rubber 
demsk@xs4all.nl.www.demask.com 
Great Boots & Shoes at great prices ! 
www.howcool.com 
Illusions Social Club of Alberta 
Http://www. geocities.com/ILLUSIONS X42 
Gender PAC 
Owner_iyfonline@gpac.org 
If you know of any interesting websites, please 
submit them to the editor. E-mail: 

Mhart@webminder.com 
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The Return of 
Sarah N. Dippitty 


The Queen of the Trans- 
gender Tabloid Scene 


The Gender Rant 
By Sarah N. Dippity 


You've seen it, the 
Molson Canadian 
‘Rant’ commer- 
cial. You know 
the one, the 
speaker builds an 
unassuming ad- 
dress about not 
being a lumber- 
jack or living in 
an Igloo, to a pa- 
triotic rage on the 
letter ‘Z’ (not zee) 
and that the bea- 
ver is truly a ; 

proud and noble animal. ‘My name is Joe and I am Canadian!’ As 
far as advertising goes this commercial can get the hairs that you 
may have not shaved off the back of your neck to stand up. It’s 
enough to make you want to play hockey and drink beer. Well, 
table hockey and light beer anyway. 


Well ladies Sarah thinks we need a patriotic ‘rant’ as well and 
here for the benefit of both crossdressers and transsexuals are my 
rants. Enjoy. 


Hey... Sweeties 

I am not a lumberjack and I’m not OK. 

I don’t live in a pink house, drink champagne or own a poodle 
(Though I wish I did). 

And I don’t know Ru Paul, Dame Edna or Flip Wilson. Although 
I’m certain they are really nice. 

My undies are silk not cotton 

I speak baritone and falsetto, not potty mouth 

And I pronounce it daw-ling not darling 

I can proudly sew buttons back on my blouse 

I believe in lip-synch not N-synce 

Dressing up never down 

And that a feather boa is truly a proud and noble animal 
A tiara is a crown 

A shoe is a pump 

And it is pronounced Sha-nell not channel 
Crossdressing happens to almost 10% of the population 
It doesn’t go away. 

And the best way to deal with it is, be yourself! 

My name is Sarah. 

And I am a Crossdresser 

Thank you... Dawlings 
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Your point does not have 


to be sharp 
Lisa Fryklund 


[have commented before in this magazine about my reaction 
to articles and commentary in the Calgary Herald and the Globe 
and Mail. My bend is that as a member of the TG community | 
have the right to feel slighted by other people’s words especially 
if they are incorrect or leaning toward discrimination. 

There are times though when our community is put in a good 
light by the media, I don’t expect a journalist to fully endorse us 
for I do expect objectivity. What feels good is when a news re- 
port or feature actually uses the correct pronouns of the people 
involved. I sure get angered when I see an M to F TS gets 
called: Him, he or the old male first name. 

Recently CBC’s National Magazine did a feature on transsex- 
ualism and the people who go through Dr. Menard’s clinic in 
Montreal. The two-part feature was fair and honest. 

[had to thank the CBC for the their work and through the 
Internet I was able to locate the National’s Email address and 
send them a thank you. 

A week later the American cable network A&E ran a Bill 
Curtis Investigative Reports feature on what they called the 
Transgender Revolution. Curtis and company used the proper 
pronouns and even dealt with the latest in transgender battles, 
the right not to have surgery but still live as the gender you think 
you are. Again well done and I had to thank them for it. Below 
is what I sent and their automatic reply which is very much a 
form, but at least I know they got it. 


>RE: TRANSGENDER REVOLUTION 

>THANK YOU FOR YOUR WELL-ROUNDED PROGRAM THAT 
DIDN'T TREAT US TRANSGENDERED PEOPLE AS ‘FREAK OF THE 
WEEK’. YOUR PRODUCERS RESEARCHED FOR THE RIGHT PEOPLE 
TO PUT ON CAMERA AND THEY WERE TREATED WITH DIGNITY. | 
WOULD NEVER EXPECT THE MEDIA TO FIGHT OUR CAUSE BUT | 


SURE APPRECIATE THAT YOU WERE ABLE TO OPEN IT FOR 
DISCUSSION. 


DEAR A&E VIEWER, 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS REGARDING PROGRAMMING 
ON A&E. WE ARE PLEASED TO LEARN THAT YOU FIND OUR 
PROGRAMMING SO ENJOYABLE AND WORTHWHILE. BE ASSURED 
THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO TRY AND ACQUIRE COMPARABLE 
MATERIAL, ESPECIALLY THOSE PROGRAMS LIKELY TO ATTRACT 
VIEWERS AS APPRECIATIVE AS YOU. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN A&E, WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR SUPPORT. 


Being in the media, I know that my sisters and brothers all 
have thin skins and are always wondering if people like their 
work. I feel certain that the producers of Investigative Reports 
and the National Magazine have seen my response. I hope they 
feel good for what they did and maybe this will encourage them 
to continue. 

As the media accepts us, so does society. The other day I 
spoke with some people I was contracting to who happened to 
mention that they know of someone who is going through the 
TS process and they immediately said that they had no problem 
with the situation and the conversation ended, no argument. 
Wow, maybe the world can get better! 


Beavtifel Wemen Beauty ofa Woman 


Svbnieeed Bos Beveriy Teer Tee ee 
Did you know coat ses messcieal Women Is not in the clothes she wears 
. é 
The figure she carries 
Well f€ 1s and that mean: 
= S80 ene ee: Or the way she combs her hair. 
Did you know that ff shop mannequins were The beauty of a woman 
real women they'd ree thin te menstru- Must be seen from her eyes, 
Because that is the doorway to 
Where are 3 billion women who don't look her heart, 
ike supermodels and only elght who do. The place where love resides. 
Marilyn Monroe were a size 14. Te eee ee EET 
i ole, 
If Barbie was a real woman, she'd have to But true beauty in a woman 


See ee sen negra: wwe ve. Ron, Preece. Is reflected in her soul 


Yhe average woman weighs 144 Ib, and It is the caring that she lovingly 
wears between a 12°14. ives, 
Gua cat letlovarnlteuresilenelenealeremen The passion that she shows, 
has an eating disorder. The beauty of a woman 


With passing years -only grows 


KOSMETIKOS 


Jami Symons, Owner/Stylist 


The models In the magarines are airbrushed- 
not. perfectT 


B psychological study tn 1995 found that 
three minutes spent looking at a fashion 
magazine caused 70% of women to feel da- 
pressed, guilty,and shameful. 


Medels twenty years ago weighed &% less CD Friendly 
then the average woman. Hair & make-up lessons 
Yoday they weigh 23% less. Wigs & wig care 


Call first for appointment 

1134 8th Avenue S.W.- Second Floor 
Calgary, Alberta T2P-W5 

phone: (403)-290-1999 


Notice 


Be sure to patronize some of the many great 


business's advertised in this magazine. 
Be sure to say you saw their ad in Crossroads! 


Dark Side Creations 


North America’s Manufacturer of Molded Latex Clothing 
Active Day Wear, Elegant Evening Wear and Strictly For The Bedroom Wear! 
Dark Side Creations Stretches The Limits of Fashion 


phone (403) 547-6691 or e-mail - darkside@darkmall.com 
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“The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch” 
By: Michelle Hart 


Well it was a grand evening, | can tell you that. Actually, it was 
one of the best Balls Calgary has ever had, at least with in my life 
time. But] am only six years old (out of the closet) so keep that 
in mind. But it was really an entertaining event. However, it was 
reported to this reporter, that at some point beyond 11pm] began 
anew life on another planet! In other words I was zooed. So] 
asked was I okay or was I being obnoxious? Oh no! You were 
just fine, they all said, but why were you sitting on the floor all by 
yourself at 2am in the middle of the hospitality suite? Hey, ] was 
just trying to start a more relaxed party, one not so hard on the 
feet! Some truth but mostly a story. 

The truth is, for what ever you choose to make of it the Coro- 
nation Ball in Calgary is a singular event. It goes far beyond 
partying and Showtime. It is the visable expression which repre- 
sents the culmination of the efforts of hundreds of individuals 
within the gay & lesbian communities activities to raise fund for 
charity throughout the pervious year. And believe me, those who 
are involved, work really hard during those fifty two weeks. 
There is not much shade in their shadows. Five cents, ten cents, a 
quarter, a loonie or a toonie, the grind goes on at various venues 
through out the city all year long. Buy a shooter, get in on the 
50/50, or bid on the Bear! The funds add up bit by bit and at the 
end of their Reign the current Monarchs bring their acquired 
wealth to the Ball and present its worth to the charities of the City 
of Calgary. 

I am told that Sean & Roxy’s 23rd house raised a total for 


charity this year amongst one of the highest for the Calgary Court. 


I can only say, congratulations. As Sean and Roxy stepped down, 
Rhoda and Emie stepped up. One can only wish them a great 
year! So, yes the Ball is a big party, but it is a well deserved one. 
It celebrates the efforts of a cast of hundreds and gives signifi- 
cance to their efforts on improving the situation of less fortunate 
others throughout the previous year! 


Emperor 23 Sean, Kim Would, David Atchison, 
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and Empress 23 Roxy, 


Coronation 24, 2000 


The new Monarchs of the 24th House, Empress 24 Rhoda 
& Emperor 24 Ernie, walk to the beginning of their year. 


Crown the new Monarchs of the 24th House 


~Aal> firme 


sisi 


wr 


ISCCA & SA Events Calendar 


May 27 Joint Court & illusions show @ 
Midnight Cafe - Sat at 11:00pm 

Jun 16 @ Rooks - Fri at 9:00pm 

Jun17 @ Midnight Cafe 

Aug 29 @ Midnight Cafe - Sat at 11:00pm 

Sep 9 @ Midnight Cafe - Sat at 11:00pm 

Sep 23 @ Midnight Café - Sat at 11:00pm 

Sep 30 Royal Gala @ Midnight Cafe at 
11:00pm 


Information for our upcoming shows is also posted 
on our website: www.fortunecity.com/village/ 
rockhudson/584/index.html. You can send your re- . 
quests for information to rhodastiffy@iname..com 
or call 277-4775 and ask for David or Arlie(Rhoda). 


Current Appointments to the 24th House 
Empress 24, Rhoda Stiffy 
Emperor 24, Ernie 
Imperial Crown Princess Royale 22, ..... 
Hell-on-Heels 
Imperial Crown Prince Royal 22, Sean Martin 
Imperial Grand Duchess 14, Brandy 
Imperial Grand Duke, Tony 


TAKE I T OFF’! 


Dear Gender Friends, 


Collector of Transgender literature, 
books, magazines, novels, club 
newsletters, papers and photo's. 


Special interest in "Canadian" ma terial 


Wish to correspond with "Senior’ 
members of our "Trans" community, to 
preserve and record our his/her/story. 
Would like to hear from others inter- 
ested in establishing a "Canadian 
Transgender Library and Archive. 


Best prices paid for srnall or large col- 
lections. 


Please Contact : 


S.C. Donaldson 
8048 - 24 St., S.E. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2C 023 
1-403-203-0703 


Affordable Laser Hair Removal 
Is Now Available at 


@ Laser Hair Centre Inc. 


Beard Area: $ 250.00/treatment 
.... his ad is a coupon.... 


Call For Details: 

Ph 1-403-255-0150 

Gwenn Molnar RN/Laser Electrologist 

D - 274 Glenmore Landing Shopping Centre 
Calgary, Ab. 


Crossroads/15 


@ 
‘(Defining Normal Society ‘ 
How You Ask? Simply by quoting the local ‘rags’ darlings! 


@ Tongue & Cheek look of The ormer side of fe based on ther Own eafidities: 


P to far as a Trans-gendered person to run into some “Quote” normal person that 
Se yeies Beak ee something Meevet if you are a TG person that lives quietly within your local 
society, contributing to your community, paying your taxes, concerned for the welfare of your neighbours, 
should you be subject to being called a freak and become marginalized within society simply because you 
are also trans-gendered and are therefore arbitrarily considered abnormal. The answer of course is no! 
Crossroads Magazine will devote this page for the next three issues, publishing excerpts from local newspa- 
pers of some of the escapades of “normal” society. It’s not a pretty picture, but it has to be said, that al- 
though the expression of these individuals represents a small percentage of the "mainstream” , neverthe- 
less, what ever they do, they are still considered to be normal, even if they do get penalized for their acts! 


Facts Missing from Dr. Laura’s Diatribe 
By Amy Pagnozzi 
The Hartford Curant, November 09, 1999 


Sometimes the trailer’s so good you know there’s no way a movie could live up to it. Dr. Laura Schlessinger runs the biggest talk radio 
show in the history of the medium. She knows how to spot gold and she knows when the best doesn’t get better This time it was in the 
press release from the Connecticut attorney general's office naming the state’s annual Law Day essay contest winners, 

It was all she could ask for, contained in a single paragraph from 14-year-old Sara Miller’s first-prize-winning essay against the censor- 
ship of the Internet. “Every person has a different set of moral values that they can live by,” Sara wrote. “Nobody's values are wrong, too 
strict or unfit. No one is perfect. People should be able to live by the values they make for themselves.” There...an evil little anarchist child 
she could mete punishment upon, without which there can be no redemption for her audience. 

When you’ ve got 60,000 people calling in each day for your instant epiphanies, you can’t rag on all of them. You need symbols. So Dr. 
Laura picked Sara Miller of Simsbury, a girl who seemed to respect no law but her own. It was the epitome of Dr. Laura’s pet issue: 
“Hyperindividualism-the elevation of the individual to one of billions of different equal gods.” She blasted that Miller kid’s name from 450 
stations. Downnght savaged the child. What a spewing: “If she was my daughter,” Dr. Laura said, “I’d probably put her up for adoption.” 
“Poor Sara doesn’t get it,” she continued. “When she makes her marriage vows and her husband has sex with everybody else, let’s see if 
she thinks that this philosophy works.” 

_Calling for Sara’s death was maybe a bit over the top, but Dr. Laura had been reading an article in National Geographic about recently 
discovered graves of Incan children whose parents offered them for sacrifice. So she was on that subject. And what was really so bad? 
Since Sara believes all cultural values are equal and everybody can just do whatever they want, Sara “should be the first child to get sacri- 
ficed,” Dr. Laura said. “Hello, Sara, all laws are moral judgments-like the one that say says Says I shouldn’t kidnap you.” “It’s not wrong 
to punch somebody else, that’s just your own personal preference.” “Well, let's take down traffic lights.” 

“If this is what wins in the state of Connecticut as a philosophical argument,” Dr. Laura said, “Connecticut is in trouble, and so is the 
country. Tf’ is might. Sara never argued anything of the sort. Her essay was solely about values an individual uses to select Internet ma- 
terial. But, hey, when you're cooking and you don’t have the exact ingredients, don’t you use whatever you’ve got? 
fttomey General Richard Blumenthal sounded a bit prickly about the whole thing-and Dr. Laura’s failure to read the whole essay. 
ae nd on fees Mle a Cie ie wists a Laura last week. “Her first sentence reflected more care than your entire diatribe. 

ince you have loing what you do for so long” - (You think maybe he’s taking a shot at , : F ‘e? : 
but you should “check your facts before you throw stones.” , Gia shot ab het abe] hesiiate togive edvice Ns core 

He didn’t know that Dr. Laura gives criticism but doesn’t take any. It is her policy i i i 

5 : 3 ny. Y never to permit callers on air who disagree, though 
ne cen i if bey mnt The machine takes hose! She loves taking feedback, but how can she justify it morally with so ap callers on 
ie ky see wnt to direct their sorry lives? Time spent on the line with the disgruntled leaves less time for hurting new callers. You 

Dr. Laura could try to make nice with Sara. Send her flowers, have a limo take her to the studi isi 

7 s , io for a visit, but what for? C’mom. If you 
pd pee a wane een te? Furi fo S's Engi cts who alo won} 
same fe Im i A ‘ 
why she gets to have her own TV show. pond.” When you hear poetry like that, you know why she gets the big money and 

Shei i , ; : . 
= sees caean of All Media. She's beyond having to prove herself when it come to mothering, Don’t forget who’s the original “I am 
Edit te: So there j ! : 
written in and expressed your anger. Rightly 21 But lee be aia Se eid to be upset, but be fair! You, who are TG'S have 
Standing intl piveiscnse tioushtlan iotaiiolsed ae Tealistic. Consider who your anger should really be aimed at, and upon under- 
the whole sete: Schlessinger's Setapee it should be applied. Laura Schlessinger and her verbal expressions do not represent 
her ill, right up there with Stalin, Adotph Hitler Rae et by that part of society that gives her credence. Yes, you could put 
you would be wrong! Her power comes from the people who a i could even think you were achieving something by doing it. But 
iribestihen'vou have tolget ns calling hy wa Phone her and ask her for advice. If you really want to put an end to her dia- 

a people to stop calling her. Think about it, if as the host of a phone sh ! 
That is where your energy should be directed! Education, ] am a witness, education, ene ane wines eae OM AG: ae 
Tonged involvement. coupled with ; 4 ” a@witness..... ! Active pro- 
ng t coupled’ wath energy and faith! Go Grrrls, there is much work to do, I Am My Kids Dad, Michelle Hart 
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More On Doctor Laura Submitted By: Grace Moen 


Hi Girls: 

_ You probably have already heard that Dr. Laura has displayed great ignorance about our community recently, but in case not, I 
am sending a letter I found in DRAAG e-zine. It includes the address of a web site where the offending broadcast can be heard or read. 
Please foreword it to anyone with email. Do you know Dr. Laura's address? I would like to add my voice to the hopefully thousands of 
outraged letters she must be receiving. 


: ar Sincerely, Grace 
Subject: Dr. Laura ~ Misinformation; Date: Thu, 27 Jan 2000 


Dearest Friends, 


Although I do not listen to "Dr. Laura", I have heard conversations centered around her "sound" advice in many circles. I lis- 
tened to the audio (below) of her radio show and was saddened by her miss-information. Thought I'd forward this to you in case you wish 
to respond. I don't usually respond to such things, but I believe this woman with her vast listening audience, has really done a disservice 
to any TG or SO who heard this broadcast and doesn't know better than to believe it ... and definitely gave the total wrong direction for 
the public at large !! :o( Anyway, for what it's worth ...... see the audio clip and excerpts below. 

Hugs and Love, Terri Anne Zholyn 


Dear Transgendered friends everywhere, 


We have an opportunity/responsibility to speak up and correct Dr. Laura's advise on cross-dressing. If you haven't heard of Dr. 
Laura Schlessinger, she is a mainstream radio talk host on AM conservative radio stations throughout North America. On January 14, she 
revealed her ignorance and gave bad advise to a lady with a husband that cross-dresses. 


Please go to this web address to hear the 5 minute audio clip: http://users.softhouse.com/mistys/commun.html 


If you're really outraged by Dr. Laura's advise I suggest you respond to her directly by fax or letter. Please send a copy of your response 
to: mistys@softhouse.com to be posted for others to read. 


Dr. Laura incorrectly states "cross-dressing "is listed" as psychiatric disorder" in the DSM. She also refers to "cross-dressing" as 
a "fetish" and a "mental disease". A psychologist knowledgeable in sexual disorders states the following fact: "The current edition of the 
Diagnostic Statistical Manual (DSM) for mental health practitioners does not include "cross-dressing" amongst psychiatric disorders 
unless it relates to one's sexual activity and results in significant impairment." 

If Dr. Laura practices what she preaches she should acknowledge her mistake and make a public correction on behalf of the 
transgendered/cross-dressing community. It is up to TG's and CD's everywhere to confront Dr. Laura with the facts. If you do nothing 
else, please forward this email to all your TG contacts so that others will have a chance to respond to Dr. Laura. 

Sincerely, Jeanne, www.mistys.net 


Thank Procter & Gamble for dropping "Dr. Laura" 


May 18, 2000 


This week, Procter & Gamble, one of the nation's largest advertisers, announced it will not be making add buys for the upcom- 
ing Laura Schlessinger television show. P&G said it was originally making the buys based on information that the Paramount Domestic 
Television-syndicated show's focus would be reasonable parenting. P&G reversed that position, issuing a statement saying, "As we've 
studied it more closely, we've decided it isn't possible to separate the broad range of Dr. Laura's opinions from the specific focus of this 
program." The company also said it would not renew its ad contracts for Schlessinger's radio program. 

P&G, an industry trendsetter, passing on supporting Schlessinger's brand of defamation sends an important message that will 
reverberate throughout the ad industry. 

GLAAD Executive Director Joan M. Garry said: "Make no mistake, this is huge. Other advertisers will follow Procter & Gam- 
ble's lead and will think twice about being connected with Schlessinger and her messages of intolerance." P&G's reversal comes after 
several weeks of GLAAD working with P&G, including contacting its stockholders directly and working on a daily basis with members 
of its gay, bisexual and lesbian employee group in its efforts internally. GLAAD also reached out to community organizations, asking 
them to send e-mail alerts encouraging their constituents to write P&G and express concerns. 

GLAAD now urges everyone to contact P&G and thank the company for its decision. As is to be expected, Schlessinger sup- 
ae are actively bombarding the company with negative comments. P&G needs to hear how much it is appreciated that it made the 
night choice. 

Contact: Procter & Gamble, P.O. Box 599, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45201; telephone: 1-800-331-3774; 
e-mail: http:/www.pg.com/about/contactLhtm 
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Gender Dysphoria 
and the Bible 


By: Terri Lynn Main : 

Luanna came into her office carrying a cup of tea and a piece 
of paper. "Terri,” she said, "I have another client - transsexual - 
who attends a fundamentalist church. She's facing some turmoil 
over her role in the church, I said that I had another client who 
was also involved in the church and she was interested in talking 
with you. Here's her number. Maybe you could give her a call." 
Well, of course, Terri gave her a call. Now, we call back and forth 
a few times a week. But recently, I've had several questions about 
the place of the transsexual in the church. Maybe this means that 
it is in God's timing to discuss this difficult issue in a formal es- 
say. 

Talking about THE CHURCH is sort of like talking about THE 
COMPUTER or THE TREE or THE BIRD. Each church denomi- 
nation is different. In fact, each local congregation is different. 
Even such designations as Fundamental, Pentecostal, Charismatic 
or Evangelical have variations. So, maybe I should clarify the 
perspective from which this essay is written. I am writing from 
the point of view of orthodox, fundamental Christianity. I am 
writing as one who believes the Bible to be the revealed Word of 
God, who believes that Christ was the Son of God in substance as 
well as spirit, who believes that Christ's death on the cross acted 
as an atonement for the sins of the world, who believes in a per- 
sonal god, a personal salvation and a personal relationship with 
God through Christ. Much of what is said in this piece would ap- 
ply to any mainstream Christian denomination including both 
Protestant and Catholic. I will try to keep denominational doctrine 
to a minimum. But so you will know, I regularly attend an As- 
sembly of God church which is a full-gospel, evangelical church. 
(Okay, so we've had some personnel problems in recent years. 
But those televangelists are no longer with the denomination.) 

I remember growing up in the church. I was bom on Sunday and 
was in church Wednesday evening. I've gone ever since. My par- 
ents and grandparents were active in the church, but mine was no 
second hand experience. I personally prayed and read my Bible. I 
personally experienced the presence of God in my life, Around 
our house, God was no philosophical construct; he was an objec- 
tive reality like another member of the family. As a child and 
teenager, I had one major prayer, "Lord, please either make me a 
girl or make me like other boys." The Lord in his wisdom did 
neither. I didn't see any conflict between being a transsexual and 
being a Christian. I sll don't, but now I know that there are oth- 
ers who do. 

What is the source of this feeling? The answer is simple: Igno- 
rance. Ignorance of the nature of transsexualism and ignorance of 
scripture combine to cause many well meaning Christian people 
to brand transsexualism as a sin. 

Now, before condemning the actions of Christians who vocifer- 
ously oppose transsexualism, remember that their motives are 
noble, even if their actions are not. If I believe that you are doing 
something that will cause etemal harm to you, I have a moral ob- 
ligation to try to save you from that harm. The best analogy is that 
of a person wandering out into a street and not seeing a car racing 
toward them. A bystander would have a moral obligation to warn 
that person that a car was coming. Such is the motivation of the 
Christian warning a person away from sin. I might add we are not 
exempted from the obligation to love our brothers and sisters in 
the Lord simply because they do not understand us or they con- 
demn us. We still must love them and worry less about winning 
them by fighting, and more about winning them with our love. 
So the problem is not usually motivation, but rather understand 
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-ing. So, then how do people often misunderstand transsexualism. 
First, they confuse it with homosexuality. Homosexual liaisons 
are definitely proscribed by scripture. I know that may offend 
some readers, but that's the way it is. However, I might add that 
the same passage that condemns homosexuality also condemns 
jealousy, pride, envy, hatred and wrath, qualities too often found 
(and excused) in many church people including ministers. But 
like my folks always told me "two wrongs don't make a right." It 
does put the question in it's proper perspective. 

Transsexualism, though, is not homosexuality. It is a gender iden- 
tity problem. At some point in my future life I may decide to 
marry and have sex with a man. But I would be a woman at that 
time, I have no desire to have male to male sex. Some transsexu- 
als will have other experiences before and after SRS, but only in 
the approximate proportions found in the non-transsexual popula- 
tion, All transsexualism is is having the identity of one sex and 
the anatomy of the other. The only act that transsexuals wish to 
perform is the surgical and social transformation into the gender 
of their mental identity. 

Other people view this as erotic fetishism. While fetishism is not 
specifically proscribed, it is nontraditional sexual behavior and as 
such is usually considered undesirable or even sinful. Again, 
though, the transsexual is not necessary a fetishist. He or she 
wears the clothing of the opposite sex because he or she feels 
most natural in those clothes, not because of erotic stimulation 
caused by the clothing. 

I think the name transsexualism is what throws a lot of people off. 
They seem to take the "sex" part as referring to the sex act (an act 
many of us on hormones would find difficult to perform anyway) 
rather than to gender. I prefer to talk about gender dysphoria. It 
sounds more clinical, and it is more accurate. It usually won't lead 
people to misunderstand the sexual connotations of the condition. 
People who condemn transsexualism as a sin, not only are igno- 
rant of gender issues, they are also ignorant of the Bible on this 
subject. This area simply is not covered in scripture one way or 
another. It falls into the category of "working out your own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling." 

Two scriptures which some point to as condemning transsexual- 
ism are Deuteronomy 22.5 and 1 Corinthians 6.9. In the first, 
“wearing apparel pertaining to a woman" is condemned. I might 
add in the next verse so is taking a mother bird away with her 
brood, building a house without a parapet, and sowing a vineyard 
with two different kinds of seeds. In understanding this scripture 
we must look at the cultural setting. In many idolatrous practices 
great orgies would be held in which men and women would 
crossdress for the purposes of sexual arousal and ritualistic indis- 
criminate sex. Such bacchanals often ended with some men cas- 
trating themselves and becoming eunuch priests to pagan god- 
desses, From the transsexuals point of view we are not men wear- 
ing dresses, we are women - in training before SRS - in body af- 
terward. In fact, it is most appropriate that we dress as women 
since it is proper for women to wear women's clothing. I might 
add this is the only scripture in the entire Bible dealing with 
crossdressing at all. It is poor hermaneutics (scriptural analysis) to 
build an entire doctrine from a single verse, especially a verse 
from Old Testament law most of which has been superseded by 
the grace of the new covenant in Christ. 

The second scripture lists a series of types of sinners who are not 
to inherit Gods kingdom. In the King James version this reads. 

Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor EFFEMINATE, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortion- 
ers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you: but you are washed, you are sanctified, but you are justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the spirit of God." (I Cor 6. 
9-11) The word effeminate is the word _...continued on page27 


Your Breasts And you 


‘Or Everything You Wanted to Know 
About False Breast Forms and How To 
Make Or Buy Them !? 

---Part 4... 


... Creating your own breast forms... 
From Weather Balloons, Condoms and Glad Bags 


Weather balloons: Materials 

e A supply of two or more weather balloons. 

e An adequate volume (approx. four cups) of hair conditioner 
as filler. 

e Asmall funnel. 

e Measuring cup. 

Instructions 

e Holding the balloon in your hands, stretch and pull it for 
several minutes. This will serve to make it more pliable. 

e Pour hair conditioner into measuring cup. Try 1-1/2 cups 
per form to start with. 

e Now insert the funnel into the neck of the balloon and pour ~ 
in the desired amount of hair conditioner, You may have to 
experiment to achieve the right size for your bra. 

e Tie off the neck of the balloon with a double knot. 

e Be sure to wear a full support bra with this type of form. 

Condoms 

Follow the above procedures exactly, the only difference being 

the substitution of condoms for weather balloons. 


Glad Bags: Materials 

e Two or more small white Glad Kitchen Catchers. 

e An adequate volume (approx. four cups) of hair conditioner 

e Measuring cup and a pair of scissors 

Instructions 

e Pour 1-1/2 cups of hair conditioner into the Glad bag. 

This should be about the right size to create a 32d, 
34c or a 36b. For larger bra sizes use more liquid. 

e Now pick up the bag and allow all the liquid to flow to one 
comer. 

¢ Now slowly gather the bag up around the liquid creating a 
pointed ball with the bulk of the excess bag above your fist. 

e Carefully squeeze all the air out of the bag forcing the liquid 
up into the neck of the bag held by your fist. 

e Now slowly draw hand your up the bag away from the 
pointed ball. Be careful not to allow any air back into the 
bag. 

e Now tie a firm knot in the neck about six to eight inches 
away form the pointed ball. 

e Trim off the excess bag above the knot with the scissors. 

e Now put on your bra and inset the form with the pointed end 
of the bag to the front and tuck the knot into the back allow- 
ing it to rest next to you chest. Your done. 

Pros of this type of form 

Fairly realistic if worn with the right type of bra. 

Has realistic weight and movement. 

Warms up to body temperature over time. 

The knot automatically becomes the nipple. 

Inexpensive to make. 

Cons of this type of form 

e Subject to puncture in aggressive circumstances. 

e Does not allow the wearing of low cut garments. 

e Can make sloshing noises if all the air is not removed. 


The Edmonton Queen 


A book review by: Bobbi Dare 


Sometimes the way you acquire 
your review material can be as in- 
teresting as the book itself. I bor- 
towed a copy of The Edmonton 
Queen from Dana, a long time Ilu- 
sion member and a friend of mine. I 
looked at this beaten up, sun 
warped book and thought, ‘Ok, at 
least I don't have to worry about 
wrecking it.' I opened the front 
cover though and there inside was a 
signature: To Dana...Love Gloria & 
cede fy = Darrin’ Dana had loaned me a copy 

signed by the 
author! I made a mental note to be 
extra careful with this little book no 
matter what its original condition. 

The book itself is a collection of stories and anecdotes from the 
lives of Darrin/Gloria and her friends. The stories roughly follow 
a timeline from about 1982 to 1997. The wonderful part about 
these stories is that they're all true...or so we're lead to believe. 
*smile* I'm sure the author didn't have to embellish them too 
much for our entertainment. Ya right. 

The first story of this book that grabbed my attention, and most 
of them did anyway, was Gloria's tale of New Year's Eve 1993 
when she was supposed to be silhouetted dancing in front of a 
flood light with her shadow projected against a 40 foot wall of a 
building. This story really epitomizes the life of a drag queen. It's 


Darrin Hagen 


, funny and sad; sexy and disturbing. I loved it. 


Each chapter of the book is a short story of something that hap- 
pened in the lives of Gloria and her friends. After her first story 
about New Years Eve 1993 she takes us back to the early days 
when she just hit the Big Onion (Edmonton), finding Flashbacks 
and starting a name for herself in the Underground (the gay 
scene). Each story gives you a window into Darrin/Gloria's world, 
the fun, the adoration, the drugs, the hangovers and then you 
wake up strip off last nights make up, shave, do you face and do it 
all over again the next night. It sounded like quite a ride. 

I loved this book for several reasons. For one thing I know a 
few drag queens and the thing that really bugs me when I talk to 
them is that they refuse to show you who they really are. They 
will keep you at a distance until you know them very very well. 
And that's fine, I obviously don't know any of them well enough, 
yet...but I'll keep trying. Gloria shows us everything. She tell us 
her hopes, her dreams, what she's feeling, what she's wearing 
(complete with pictures) and leaves nothing back. In other 
words she shows us a portrait of a real person, well actually sev- 
eral real people, That's the reason I loved this book so much. 

The flow of the book can sometimes be confusing since the 
timeline can flip around while describing various incidents that 
happened to Gloria and her friends during their glory-days at 
Flashbacks in the ‘80's to the beginnings of the professional show, 
Guys in Disguise. You have to be patient though because story 
lines can revisited more than once until by the end of the book 
you can step back and look at the entire tapestry. It's got a lot of 
colour. 

I wish Flashbacks was still in business, it went under in about 
1991 and the building was tom down to build condos, but I hope 
that one day I get a chance to meet and talk with Gloria. She is 
one of those rare people who is not afraid to demystify herself and 
stand naked before us and say, "Look! This is the real me. Dink 
it in baby." 
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The Mag ic Mirror GlamourTips 
You Ask, We Answer All Your Beauty Questions 


GlaMOUrS Q & Q: 


she will try to find workable solutions for you! You 


My Pantyhose Hate Me, What Is A Poor Girl To Do? 


I have an awful time getting my pantyhose to last for more than one 
evening. What can! do? A Regina Girl 
Well, “Regina Girl” there sure is something you can do, move to Al- 

berta. Nooo! Just kidding. Everyone has this problem at first and 
there are some solutions. The first one is to be more careful. | am being seri- 
ous. You are probably not, as with many other aspects of your “feminine” ex- 
pression, used to wearing pantyhose on a daily basis. It’s the same as having 
long nails once in a blue moon or big dangling earrings. You are not used to 
wearing these things so you can easily get them caught up in things as you 
move around and do things. So, the first thing to do is begin to do what any 
girl does as she starts to wear these types of things. Practice learning to get 
up, sit down and move around with considered movements until they become 
second nature. If you give it an honest effort you will be surprised at the dif- 
ference after awhile. Oh yes! You will still have the odd wreck, but there 
will be fewer of them. 

Secondly, you could try what | do most of the time, and that is buy and wear 
support hose. Don’t confuse support hose with control tops they are not the 
same things. Support hose have a very strong material weave that help shape 
the contour of your legs in a more pleasing way. They are also designed to be 
used for Women who work on their feet all day and need extra support for con- 
ditions such as varicose veins etc. Despite their extra strength, support hose 
are very comfortable, come in many colours and can be very shear. Unfortu- 
nately, if you like pattered pantyhose, it will be a hot day in July before you 
will ever find patterned support hose. What | do is wear my patterned hose 
right over top of my support hose. For some reason this helps the patterned 
hose to last longer. ; 

Typically, one pair of support hose will usually last me between five and six 
outings in good shape. My problem is that | like to wear open toed spike plat- 
forms, which causes my big toe to work it’s way through the toe of the hose. 
To prevent this, | make a point of keeping my toenails filed properly. When it 
happens, if the damage is not too bad, | can usually get one to two more uses 
out of them by putting them on backwards (not inside out) and that puts the 
run under my little toe! Oh, the world is full tricks Darlings, we only have to 
look for them and experiment. Go Grrrl. 

Cassandra, the artful snoop, wants to tell you Darlings, that she is start- 
ing to run out questions from you. Please write to her via the Crossroads 
address. She loves to hear from you and find solutions to your problems! 


If you have a idea or a submission that you would like to have ublished i 
e-mail it to mhart@webminder.com or snail ail it to: poe 
Michelle Hart c/o 
Crossroads Magazine 
Site 9, Box 17, RR#1, 
Okotoks, Ab. TOL-1T0 
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Do you have a beauty problem that’s just driving you 
crazy? Write your burning questions to Cassandra and 


may write to Cassandra care of Crossroads Magazine. 


Band-Aids! 


Protect Your Eyes 

. Are you seeing the 
accumulation of mi- 
nor wrinkles (crows 
feet) around your 
eyes? Learn to go to 
bed early, that’s 
one solution! An- 
other, would be to 
ware sunglasses. 
Yep! To keep the 
skin around your 
eyes pliable and 
supple you need to 
protect them from 
the rays of the sun. 
That means at mid- 
day you will be in- 
doors, or if not and 
your are out and 
about, you will be 
wearing sunglasses. 
If you have to squint 
as you pass through 
town, then know 
that you are headed 
for trouble with 
wrinkled skin. Ex- 
cessive drinking, 
smoking, stress and 
the rays of the sun 
all contribute to the 
aging of the face. 
Find your place and 
choose your path. 


Brenda's Bulletin Board 


By: Brenda Hart 


Well, Michelle and I had a blast at the Calgary Coro- 
nation Ball this year. It was the sixth Calgary Ball we 
have attended together since 1994. The Illusion Calgary 
girls practiced a Lip Sync number here on our acreage a 
few Sundays prior to the ball. A few of us even bought 
colored wigs to wear during our performance, the wigs 
are great. Mine is yellow, Michelle’s is white (but it also 
glows in the dark) the wigs are pretty funky and not 
something one could wear just any where. I was told the 
performance was alright considering a few of the girls 
missed performing because they were still in their hotel 
rooms getting ready. Diane, Michelle and I were up on 
upstage performing our little hearts out, Rikki joined in 
later and Michelle grabbed Jessica out of the audience to 
add one more body. 


The rest of the ball was fun too, but I must admit 


that partying for 12 hours plus is taxing on the body. I 
am getting too old for all this fun. We attended the Vic- 
tory Brunch at the Midnight Café the next day and Mi- 
chelle received a life time title from Roxy and Sean, 
which we both found to be quite unexpected but very 
nice. 

Soon Illusion in Calgary will be having their 10" 
Birthday party on June 10 and crowning their Empress 
X., 1" Princess X, and 2™ Princess X. and because this is 
the 10" Birthday party the candidates who are not 
crowned as Royalty will receive the title of Lady in Wait- 
ing. Since Michelle and I are both on the Social Commit- 
tee we get to help organize the event and it looks like it is 
going to be quite a party. So mark June 10 on your calen- 
dar and plan on attending. The party starts at 7:00 P.M. 
sharp and it will be held downstairs below B & B Empo- 
rium, the entrance is at the front of the building. 

Michelle and I have been busy here on our acre- 
age, always seems like there is something to do. No rest 
for the wicked I guess. A certain person who will remain 
nameless has even added more projects to our list for the 
summer of 2000. So, after the birthday party we probably 
will not surface again until some time in the fall ( just 
kidding). A person needs to have a little fun every once 
in awhile. 

On a different note, Michelle and I are having 
significant birthdays this year. I was hoping to plana 
party on my birthday, which is July 8, but Ilusion Cal- 
gary is holding their Stampede Barbecue on July 8". So, 
maybe Michelle and I will attend the Barbecue and con- 
sider that our party. Michelle’s birthday is July 9 and be- 
cause our birthdays are only a day apart we always cele- 
brate together. By the way, Michelle will be Fifty years 
young this year and guess what, I will be 40 years young. 
So, grils party on and have fun and HAPPY BIRTH- 
DAY and Merry Millennium! 


That's all for now folks, Love Brenda. 
> 


Hey! What’s Happening? 


Community events from around Western Canada 


Jun. 10 Illusion 10th Birthday Party, be there or be square! 

Jun. 16 ISCCA, Rooks Bar & Grill, Showtime, @ 9:00 pm 

Jun. 17 ISCCA, Midnight Café, Showtime,@ 11:00 pm 

Jun. 30 Illusion Calgary, Regular Social 

Jul. 8 Illusion Calgary, Stampede BBQ 

Aug. 5 Illusion /Calgary Court Show @ the Midnight Café 
Showtime, 11:00 pm 

Aug. 6 Dare To Be Bare, Princess Island, Calgary, 3:00am 

Aug. 19 Girls of Summers, a party waiting to happen, stay 
posted, TBA 

Aug. 29 ISCCA, Midnight Café, Showtime, 11:00 pm 

Sep. 9 ISCCA, Midnight Café, Showtime, 11:00 pm 

Sep. 23 ISCCA, Midnight Café, Showtime, 11:00 pm 

Sep. 30 ISCCA, Royal Gala, Midnight Café @ 11:00 pm 


On The Sidewalk 


I laughed, I cried, I felt as a clown 

I put on my dress, then tried walking into town 
On the sidewalk a person came toward me 

And I ran and I felt my shame and I felt the cold of winter 
Safe at home I looked out my peek hole 

I saw the grass, the flowers fair, and I knew 

: That someday I would be there 

So I put on my dress once again and walked out the door 
Down the sidewalk I walked again 

They came towards me and I forced a passing 
I looked askance as they came by my side 

But, Halleluiah, I survived and carried on down the sidewalk 
For now it was mine, so I went on downtown! 

Cassandra 


A BIG THANK YOU! To this issues copy editors: 
First copy edit, Brenda Hart 
Second copy edit, Rose G. 


Third copy edit, Brenda Hart, to you both, Thank-you! 
May you both be in Heaven a half an hour before the devil knows your dead! 


THE OTHER PLACE 


Bay 3 & 4, 5579 — 47th Street 


Red Deer, Alberta 
CD Friendly, Bar & Food Services & Dance Floor 


Call : 1-403-3424440 


Opens 4 pm Tuesday to Saturday, dosed Sun. & Mon 
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B&B ENWMPORIUO MI 


Located at: 
426-Sth Avenue S.E. Downtown Calgary 
RPh: (403) 265 —- 7789 or E-mail: Bnblethrécadyision.com 


Complete Your Fantasy With Crossdresser Heavens 
Extensive Lime Of: 
WiIGS & WiIG CARE SUPPLIES 
BEARD COVERS & MAKE UP 
EYE SHADOW, LINER & LASHES 
BLUSHES, BRUSHES & BOOBIES 


« Become The Girl You Want To Be” 


And Further More, continued from page 5... After reviewing 
the issue at length, the committee has decided that there will be 
no policy of deferral for transsexual donors. All transsexual indi- 
viduals will be screened at our blood donor clinics according to 
the standard criteria we use for all blood donors and, if, any high 
risk behaviour of any sort is identified, they will be deferred, as 
would any blood donor. In other words, the mere identification of 
a transsexual background will not, in and of itself, result in defer- 
ral as a blood donor. 


As you can well appreciate, an individual who has undergone a 
gender change procedure may well have to answer the questions 
regarding sexual practice that are gender-specific, in two poten- 
tial time periods, i.e. prior to and subsequent to the gender reas- 
signment, if indeed this is appropriate. 


Once again, I would like to reiterate that Canadian Blood Ser- 
vices never intended to discriminate against transsexual individu- 
als for any reason. While our mandate is to ensure the optimal 
safety of the blood supply for all Canadians, we do err on the side 
of caution and may find ourselves in a situation of having to tem- 
porarily defer a blood donor until a particular issue can be ad- 
dressed by the Donor Selection Criteria Working Group. 


Finally, thank you for your feedback on this issue, and Iam sure 
you understand our need to ensure safety while at the same time 
optimizing the amount of blood available for all Canadians. 


Sincerely, 
Virginia Gaffney, Communications 


I replied to Ms. Gaffney and thanked her for the help. Sometimes 
the system does work. 


In Memoriam 
A Friend Is Gone 


Pauline/William, a long standing mem- 

ber of the Illusions Social Club, of St. 
Albert, died suddenly, shortly after New Years. Pauline, 
was very supportive of Illusions, and for many years was 
often seen in Calgary for our major events, usually with 
one or two newer Edmonton members in tow. I can often 
remember coming into the old store when it was still in 
Ogden to get ready for the Birthday Party and bumping 
into Pauline just as she was leaving to go find a pub so she 
could have a cool one. 

Both Pauline and Bill were noted for their love of 

a good beer or two. During the time that I knew her, I 
never noted an obnoxious moment. Rather the reverse. 
Pauline was committed to our Club and her expression 
within our lifesyle. In many ways she was one of our early 
leaders, showing us that we could go places we never 
thought possible, and survive it. Pauline was a tough little 
egg, and not one to take any knocks from anyone. Yet, she 
always showed concern for her friends and others who sur- 
rounded her. Pauline was always one of the first to buy a 
ticket to some Club event or raffle. 


Pauline, continued... Bill, lived a life quite different from 
Pauline’s. Bill loved to cross country ski, and to cycle. 
Bill once road his bicycle all the way to Halifax. Then he 
had it shipped home and went on by airplane to England to 
meet up with his wife and family. 

Goodbye Pauline, take good care of Bill. 


Michelle, Bren, Pauline & Vicky at Edmonton Coronation ‘97 


. 


My Time $40 p.h. 
Shopping 
Makeup 
Photos 

Digital or 35 mm 

Discreet Photo 


Hi let me tell you about a 
Idea | have.., 

The Ideas Simple I'ma 
Crossdresser, | just Love to 
have My pictures taken, | 
love to take Pictures of my 

friends, | love to go shop- Finishing 
ping, help girls with make Walk away with a CD 


a ee a rom of] S0/ pictures of 
your day 


Novice, or whether you're a 
old Pro, lets go shopping, Included 
lets take some pictures. 
Also | have a virtual Hair 
ae seia ata piemm Tel: 403 277 6237 
Unfortunately Crossdress- Or Email Me @ 
ing Jodeee@home.com 
Isnt Cheap.....get help to 
make some wise Decisions 
on Clothes hair and 
makeup. 
I'm offering A discreet 
Non-Sexual Service 


Ring Empress Jodee 
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Grrvl's, Meet Joanne (Left) and Brew (right), both of whom are supportive wives of men 

who crossdress. Jo's “hubby” ts Jodee and Bren’s *husbink’ is Michelle Hart. Both women 
are (and | know they both dislike this term) Gq’s or for the uninformed, genetic girls. 
Both Jo § Bren have made the conscious decision to accept their husbands gender dysphoria 
and try to work with it within their relationships. They are of course not alone, many 
women opt for continuing thetr relationships, despite this all consuming emotion for the 
husband to crossdress. Usually that support is derived from an inner understanding of the 
contribution of constant value by the other partner to their relationship. Cassandra, has 
had a chance to watch both of these women develop wew interests as time has flown by. 
There was a time when Bren would never had been caught dead in a leather miniskirt, or the 
spandex outfit she is pictured tn above. Bren has even dressed UP AS & “Drag King” named 
Brendon and performed on stage. Joanne, raw successfully for Princess of Illusion Last 
year, and this year has heated things up a notch by running for Empress 10. 

Tip your hats or flip your wigs for these two fearless women, because their Hot! Real Hot! 
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Empress Diane’s final words .....continued from page 6 
admirable given the workload and success that each of you are 
currently experiencing in your personal lives. I’ve chosen to 
group both of you together because both of you are totally re- 
sponsible for changing my mind and persuading me to mun for 
Empress and this year would never have been if not for your 
words of encouragement. [ am proud and honored to take my 
place beside you two as a ‘Wuzzy’ in our exclusive College of 
Monarchs and I am even more proud to call you girls friends. 

To Jodee. Your another one of the indispensable peo- 
ple that the club has come to depend upon. Your dedication, par- 
ticipation, and effort has truly helped carry the club through the 
past year. Thanks for all the help you’ve given me in the past 
year and Princess VIII Diane would also like to thank you for a 
wonderful previous years reign. Cheers and Oye! 

-To Bobbi and May. If I could give an Empress’s 
award for the 2 best members to have joined the club in the past 
year you would be my chosen recipients. You’ve made positive 
contributions to the club since you’ ve joined and you both are the 
most pleasant people that you could ever want to know. Thanks 
for all the help which you have lent to staging the various events 
and thanks for all the snacks that you have brought. On a per- 
sonal note if I had one wish it would be to makeover Bobbi as a 
drag queen and while were at it we'll makeover May in Di style. 
Oh what the heck we’ll turn May into a drag queen too! 

-To Brenda, You’re simply the best. The best signifi- 
cant other at the club, the best GG (Genetic Girl) at the club and 
just the best person just to talk with. Now that I really think 
about it you may have given me more insight and taught me how 
to think and behave like a real women than I got from any of the 
other guys. Thanks for all the help and support you’ve given me 
in the past year. Michelle, you have one special lady there. 

-To Teresa: Just Diane’s best friend in the entire world. 
Honey, I’ve collected as many tiaras as I care to have so now it’s 
your turn. If you run for Empress I can’t think of anyone who 
wouldn’t vote for you .XOXO girlfriend. 

-To Barbie & Christine. Times have changes attitudes 
have changed, society has changed and we’ ve gone through thick 
and thin but you’ve both stuck with the club and given us what 
we value the most; a place to call home. The integrity and spirit 
of the club is still intact and we owe a lot gratitude for the time 
and effort you’ve expended towards our quest, self expression 
and social acceptance. 

-To Debi, Danny and the staff of the Midnight Café. 
Year in and year out you’ve given the club a place to be, outside 
the friendly confines of the club. The Midnight has been our 
second home and our first choice of venues in which we enjoy 
and feel welcomed at. We applaud the fortitude and effort the 
you have shown in fighting the hotel establishment for your right 
to exist and for the right of all the gay and transgendered commu- 
nity to patronize the establishment of our choosing. I can see that 
the ‘regulars’ at the Midnight are just like a close knit family- 
you know like a bar where everyone knows your name. Well 
cheers to you and thanks very much for welcoming us into your 
family and thanks to everyone at the Midnight for making this the 
special year that it was. 

-To the 23™ royal court of the ISCCA with special 
thanks to Roxy, Rhoda, and Hell on Heels. We at Ilusion think 
that this edition of the court may have been one of the best ever. 
We thank you for all your efforts in recognizing the Ilusion 
group and for allowing and encouraging us to participate in many 
of your wonderful events. Thanks to your efforts we feel wel- 
comed and we perceive that a special bond is forming between 
the community the court and our club and hopefully we can build 
on that in future years and take a more active role in the affairs of 
the court. On a personal note I'd like to thank the court of the 


ISCCA for recognizing Empress LX Diane and taking every op- 
portunity to introduce me to the rest of the community, it made 
my year very special and I hope that I can take a more active role 
in the years to come. 

-To everyone that is special to me or I’m lucky enough 
to call a friend and you know who you are, thanks for just about 
everything. I’d like to thank all of you on a personal and individ- 
ual basis but time and space is limited. 

Thanks again for a wonderful year. It has been a terrific experi- 
ence and it was a year of fun, friends and fulfilled fantasies. It 
has been an honor and a privilege to be your LX Empress for the 
year 99/2000 and I take with me memories which I will remember 
fondly and cherish forever. 
Yours truly and may the Force be with you, 
Empress IX of Ilusions Diane XOXOXO 


Piercing , Continued from page 7_....in causing infections. 

No doubt with your new punctures freshly done, you'll want to 
Tush out and "stock up" on new earrings, as I did. I bought a ton 
of the real cheap kind, but as time goes on I'm finding I have fa- 
vorites and don't use very many of them. I'm finding I now prefer 
to have, as with my other jewelry, fewer of much better quality. I 
now take a lot more time before deciding to purchase, to make 
sure they will "go the long run”. If I compare the cost, I've proba- 
bly spent *more* on cheap stuff than expensive. When the price 
is dear, you most likely won't buy too often. With the economy 
stuff, it's just too easy to drop $5 here and there fairly often, 
"nickel and diming” yourself out of a quality purchase. 

Finally, what do you do with all those old clip-on earrings? 
Replacement posts can be found at bead and jewelry craft stores 
(the same place I got the clip-on adapters in the first place! For 
you gals sticking with clip-ons, get these adapters... you'll open a 
whole new world of available earrings by converting any pierced 
ear type.). It's usually a simple matter of bending open a link to 
remove the earring from the clip-on and put it on the post. Some- 
times, an extra link is needed. I bought bulk chain at the same 
store for this. A small set of pliers and wire cutters, are all that's 
needed. Unfortunately, I've only seen the cheapest of posts avail- 
able at these places. 

I hope all of this information helps you to decide if pierced ears 
are right for you. The times seem to be right for male ear piercing 
with the best chance of social acceptance we've seen in long 
while! Still, as with most "fads", it's impossible to predict just 
how long this "window of opportunity" will last. Surely, some 
people may try to tease you about it, but does everyone agree with 
everything you do in your "regular" life either? It can seem like a 
big thing at first, but with just a little time, you, and everyone else 
will typically just forget about them...that is until you look in the 
mirror again, and with a smile, give a sigh of contentment! 

Happy piercing, Coreen Clark 


Submit Now! 


If you are sending an article to Crossroads Via 
E-mail please use the following guidelines. 

1. Send your text as a separate transmission. Do not 
send text and pictures together in the same 
transmission. 

2. Send each picture as a separate JPG, transmission. 

3. Format your picture as a 5” x 7” and scan at 75 to 150 
max. dpi resolution. 


Crossroads/25 


ee 


NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 


German TG Mayor Recalled 


November 30, 1998 

Summary: The German village of Quellendorf has voted to oust 
the man it elected in 1996 since he announced his plans to live as 
a woman. 

Voters in the village of Quellendorf, Saxony-Anhalt, Germany on 
November 29 by a 2 - 1 margin recalled Mayor Norbert Michael 
Lindner, who earlier this year announced his intention to live as 
"Michaela" and undergo sex reassignment surgery. Transgen- 
dered people from Germany and France gathered in Quellendorf 
to demonstrate support. : 
Lindner had been elected in 1996 to a seven-year term, but a peti- 
tion was circulated for his recall almost as soon as he revealed his 
transgender nature, and 175 signatures were quickly collected in 
the town of 1,048. In September, the Quellendorf council ap- 
proved a recall referendum by 6 - 2 at a meeting Lindner was not 
allowed to attend. 

Lindner is scheduled to begin surgery on December 3. She may 
file a legal challenge; she intends to leave the village and possi- 
bly the nation, saying, "I see the result [of the vote] as a chance to 
start up somewhere else. I don't think there is any village in Ger- 
many that would have no problems with a transsexual mayor." 
Lindner's wife and two children have remained solidly supportive 
of her. Lindner heads an environmental company. 

Lindner’s opponents say she neglected her mayoral duties and 
they object to the media's intrusion into the village since she 
came out, but Lindner believes the issue is transphobia. "Eighty 
percent of transsexuals in Germany are unemployed," she told 
reporters, "and of course that is never because they are transsexu- 
als.” 


Transsexual teacher drops 


lawsuit over dismissal 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — (AP) — An award-winning high 
school teacher ousted from his job after announcing he would 
undergo a sex change operation has resigned and settled his law- 
suit against the school board for $150,000, his lawyer said Mon- 
day. The Center Unified School Board voted in September to 
fire Dana Rivers. Rivers challenged the dismissal, and the board 
placed him on paid leave pending a January administrative hear- 
ing. Rivers, who taught at the school for eight years, said he 
hopes to get a teaching job elsewhere. 

**I will move on and find work where I am valued as an ex- 
perienced exceptional educator," he said in a statement. The set- 
uement includes $15,000 for legal costs, said his lawyer, Maggie 
Geddes. Rivers, formerly known as David Warfield, was an 
award-winning journalism and history teacher at Center High 
School in Antelope. The board voted to fire Rivers after parents 
complained that he talked to students about his decision to be- 
come a woman, sexual abuse he experienced as a child and issues 
conceming gender identity. 

Rivers denied holding such a classroom discussion, and con- 
tends the board sought his dismissal because of the sex change. 
District officials did not respond to a message left at the superin- 
tendent’s office Monday afternoon seeking comment on the set- 
tlement. Still pending is a discrimination complaint Rivers filed 
with the state labor commissioner. Rivers is taking hormones to 
prepare for an operation next year that would complete his trans- 
formation into a woman. He said he has a disorder that causes 
people to suffer extreme discomfort with their sexual identity. 
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California Church Installs 
TG Woman As Pastor 


From Victoria S. Kolakowski, vickykol@ix.netcom.com. Via Gen- 
der Advocacy Internet News(GAIN), gain@gender.org 

(Walnut Creek, California - October 30, 1998) Metropolitan 
Community Church (M.C.C.) of the New Vision in Walnut 
Creek, California will celebrate the installation of Reverend 
Vicky Kolakowski as the new pastor during a special Sunday ser- 
vice on November 15. The outgoing pastor, Reverend Jack Isbell, 
will preside over the ceremony. 

The church, formerly named Diablo Valley M.C.C., is a congre- 
gation of the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community 
Churches, The denomination was founded in 1968 by the Rever- 
end Troy Perry as a ministry welcoming all people, but with a 
special outreach to the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
communities. The U.F.M.C.C. has over 300 churches in sixteen 
countries, including several in the Bay area. 

Kolakowski is the first lesbian to pastor the central Contra Costa 
County church, and will become one of only two openly trans- 
gender senior pastors in the denomination. 

"I am very excited by the opportunities we have at M.C.C. of the 
New Vision." Kolakowski said. "There are so many people who 
haven't heard that God loves them unconditionally, and of the 
power of that love to transform lives." 

Kolakowski received her Master of Divinity from the Pacific 
School of Religion in Berkeley in 1997. She holds also graduate 
degrees in law, public administration and engineering. She prac- 
tices law and is a frequent contributing writer for the Bay Area 
Reporter, a weekly gay newspaper in San Francisco. 

Named an Outstanding Woman of Berkeley in 1995, Kolakowski 
co-authored Berkeley's domestic partner public registry and 
chaired Berkeley's city commission that both oversees civil rights 
efforts and recommends outside social services contracts to bene- 
fit the poor. 

The author of several scholarly essays on gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender religious issues, Kolakowski has a passion for 
developing positive images and stories for these communities, 
especially from biblical sources. 

"The Bible has been used for too long as a weapon to inflict pain, 
rather than a balm to support wholeness and healing," Kola- 
kowski noted. "The Gospel, the good news, is that God loves us, 
and not the lie that God finds us unworthy and unacceptable." 


Transsexual “Bobbies” Okay Says British Tribunal 

A Bntish employment tribunal has ruled that an applicant to a 
Yorkshire police force cannot be tumed down because she is a 
transsexual. The story has been closely followed by the lobbying 
group Press for Change, some of whose members provided sup- 
Porting information to the tribunal. Clair McNab, of PFC, writes: 
Even if you're not a lawyer, or even if you're one of the many peo- 
ple whose eyes glaze over at the very mention of law, I strongly 
tecommend that you take time to read this document. It is as full a 
statement of the legal situation we all face as you are likely to find 
anywhere: the tribunal's careful and enlightened assessment of the 
arguments presented to it is lucidly written and easy to read ... and 
shows just how the jigsaw of legal cases fought by trans people 
over the last decade ties together. The critical decision is, of course, 
the 1996 P-v-S case in the European Court of Justice ... but the way 
in which that victory opens up so many other areas of law becomes 


very cl h ews . 
in Taeae when you read the decision of the employment tribunal 


continued from page 18 ....which causes some people prob- 
lems. However, it is a mistranslation. It is better translated Cata- 
mite, Catamites in Greek cultures were young homosexual prosti- 
tutes, But the word also applied to those who purchased their ser- 
vices as well as those who managed their careers. Most modern 
translations use either "catamite," "homosexual," or "sodomite" as 
more accurate translations. 

So, ifit is not specifically condemned by scripture how then can 
transsexualism be viewed? Well, in my opinion, (please under- 
stand this is simply my opinion) I believe it can be viewed in 
much the same manner we would view a birth defect. If there is a 
defect which can be cured by surgery, most Christians would ap- 
plaud the medical community as an agent of healing. They would 
not say, "That's the way God made you, you should stay as you 
are" to the person with a club foot, with a cleft palette, or even 
with a crooked nose, big ears or other facial features which could 
be corrected by surgery. Why should the same be said to the 
transsexual who simply wishes to live a normal life as a woman. 
Not a perverted life. Just a simple, and in the case of the Christian 
transsexual, virtuous life as a woman. 

There is one other gauge the Christian has to judge an action. 
That gauge is the peace of God. At salvation, the Holy Spirit puts 
a type of spiritual barometer inside. It quickens the spirit when an 
action is considered which is wrong. From personal experience, I 
have the peace of God about what is happening. I don't always 
understand what is happening, but God gives me his assurance 
that he has everything under control. His presence holds me firm 
when the painful episodes come. It is his presence and peace 
which has kept me away from the booze, the pills and the noose. 
Without that peace I'm not sure what I would have done a few 
years ago. I might not even be here writing this essay. 

About nine months ago, I was crossliving part time. Attending 
church alternately as a male and a female (different churches). I 
was wondering whether I might have been mistaken so I set forth 
a test for myself. I prayed and said, "Lord, I give up. I want to do 
what's right. So, I won't try to crosslive daily or set any routine for 
my dressing. I will simply go by the unction of your spirit. As I 
feel, so will I dress, It's in your hands now, Lord. And he spoke to 
my heart, “Finally, you're seeing things my way." I have never 
felt the leading of the spirit to dress as a male ever again. 

My transition so far has been amazingly smooth. I have seen lit- 
eral miracles of finance, timing, and circumstances occurred. In 
short, I have seen the hand of God in everything that has hap- 
pened so far. I believe God has a purpose in this. Romans 8:28 
says "God works all things together for the good of those who 
love him and are the called according to his purpose."(Literal 
Translation) A looser translation put it this way, "God is putting 
all the pieces of the puzzle together." To me that is exciting. In 
the words of an old song of the church "I don't know about tomor- 
row. I don't seem to understand. But I know who holds tomorrow. 
He's the one who holds my hand." 


A Special Thank you to this issue’s 
events photo contributors, Bobbie & 
May, Jodee, Coreen and Brenda. 

Your help as photo providers makes 
my own limited abilities workable and 
my job as editor a lot easier. So thanks. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


For sale, John Deere pressure washer, high powered unit 
with soaper and spare parts. Like new condition. Four 
drawer (sold) filing cabinet. Radio frequency pet control 
collar and accessories. Keep your pet at home! 

Phone Michelle at 938-2539 evenings 

For sale, full length evening gown, purple sequins. Fits 
size 10/12 tall. Matching purple spike heels are available. 
Dress $ 90.00, shoes $ 60.00 Combo $ 140.00. Phone Mi- 
chelle at 938-2539 evenings 


CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS 


The Cornbury Society 

Box 3745, Vancouver, B.C. V6B-3Z1 
Ph-1-604-862-1321 or E-mail at: 
Cormbury@bc.sympatico.ca 

Web: Http://www.3dcom.com/tg/cornbury/ 
Zenith Foundation 

Box 46, 8415 Granville St. 

Vancouver, BC V6P-4Z9 

Illusion Calgary 

426-8th Ave. S.E. Calgary, Ab. T2G-0L7 
Ph-1-403-265-7789 or E-mail at: 
Bnblethr@cadvision.com 

Web: http://www.geocities.com/westhollywood 
/village/5276/ 

Serenity Girls, Calgary 
Ph-1-403-281-6426 .... Ask for Jacqui 
Illusions Social Club, Edmonton 

E-mail: edm_illusions@juno.com 

Illusions Social Club, Saskatchewan 
Ph-1-306-761-0414 ... ask for Shirley 
E-mail: Bevspace@sk.sympatico.ca 
Masquerade 

C/o Lady Godiva Boutique 

832 - Corydon Ave. Winnepeg, Man. R3M-0Y2 


A Project For Us Grrrl’s To Think About! 

How about we think about getting a commit- 
tee together with a mandate to approach Seniors Rest 
Homes with a view to finding one (or ones) that 
would be willing to specialize in the care of aging 
Transgendered folk. Think about it, after the expres- 
sion of a life time, would you want some ignorant ma- 
tron come up to you and rip your bra off! Nooo! In 
our elder years we will want to be treated with re- 
spect and understanding. Can you imagine the hurt 
and horror of being driven back inside in those cir- 
cumstances, especially after you had spent half a life- 
time trying to come out. So there is a project. No 
worries, we don't have to accomplish it tomorrow, 
just some day soon. The locations should be, Medi- 
cine Hat, Lethbridge, Calgary, Edmonton and Grand 
Prairie. Think about it and if you are interested con- 
tact Michelle Hart. 
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HOURS OF OPERATION 


Mon - Fri 7:00am - 2:00am 
Saturday 9:00am - 2:00am 
Sunday & Holidays 
11:00am - Midnight 


every 
Tues, Wed, Thurs,& Fri, & Sun 9:00pm 


SATURDAY NIGHT SHOWS 


Always an open show, 
so come and join in the fun, 
Live, Mime, Karaoke, etc. 
11:00pm 
Hosted by Hs. rita Lay 


POOL TOURNAMENTS 


every 
Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat. 


840 - 14 Ave S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2R ON6 
(403) 229-9322 


SUNDAY BRUNCH 
11:00am - 2:00pm 


Ongoing Special Events 


Looking For A Place To Have 


Your Next Function? 
Well Book It Here And Let Us 


Help You Make It A Successlll 


Open for Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner & A "Midnight Snack" 


